




M I S S I O N S  S E M I N A R  

L a s t  March t h e  Evange l i ca l  Lutheran Synod 
Board of Admissions gathered  five p a s t o r s  
w i t h  special  interests i.n missions a t  
Bethany Seminary i n  Mankato, t o  meet wi-th 
t h e  seminary s t u d e n t s  fsr a special t h r e e -  
day semixar oo ilmissions. The stl;dents aild 
special seminar s taf f  had both made s p e c i a l  
p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  sessions through rred- 
i ngs  and research. The sessions were re- 
corded; sane of t h e  high1Lgh- t~  of the dis- 
c~issions are .tra.nscri.bed heye, wi-th cnly 
m i n c ; ~  edj. . ippial  c h ~ n e e s  ., ., :ii; o r a l  sty2.e 
,-,f .yhe s.r,eakers. 

9 ry* * .:bLGDENT DAVID >iciS{3N: :I[qd. i-..ke l o  rt:ad a few f a , c t s  
pfid  figure,^. t h e  United S:sf,+,%c , - "-, based on t h e  1960 
6, .. ;--2.zures i:n';,y ::-::z 3% z ,~:f  "he - i ? o p ' ~ l ~ ~ ~ i , o r ,  are churc:h 
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; ,  
-\ (1 
fL?4. million of elre chr.l.$:ren who receive no 
- - -cT;aious A L4 l A t ?  Lns$;,-uctione Uf this 7 3  mi24ion figure5 
jlalfP, or 3.7 -3:g i: - , i . i ~ 3 n ,  $ '  . s r  are people who l i v e  in ru r a l  
communities of less than 2,500. io t h a t  actually 
h a l f  of the  unchurched people l i v e  in an area of 
small towns iir r u r a l  areas. SO I would say that  
there  is  d e f i n i t e l y  a f i e l d  f o r  missions i n  rura l  
areas. ,  . 

I n  addi t ion ,  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  many 
p a r t s  of Lutheranism was noted as presen- 
t i n g  a kind of mission opportunity.  Now 



shou ld  ail these prospec t s  be gathe~ed? 
Both a suggestion and a waraing wer.5 
o f f e r ed  . 

PASTOR WALTER WERLINGt  . . .  1 do th ink  t h e  time has 
come when we should aga in  be c i r c a i t  r i d e ~ s .  liere 
again ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  a  wide-open f i e l d  f o r  us t,hat 
we should extend ourse lves  t o  neighboring towns,  
e t c .  And now i t ' s  easy t o  be a c i r c u i t  r i d e r ,  
Pas to r  Dickey i n  our  day went by bobsled and by 
horse  and h e  was a c i r c u i t  r i d e r  t o  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  
and people had readers  i n  o u r  own congregat ions 
t h e r e  t h a t  read  t h e  Sunday sermon and "TulefsrkenU-- 
gave t h e  --  you know - -  t h e  p i t c h  . . .  But 
I would l i k e  t o  l ay  t h i s  upon your h e a r t  
t h a t  t h e  time has come, I th ink ,  f o r  c i r c u i t  
r i d e r s  and I would not  neg lec t  l i t t l e  congregations 
h e r e  and t h e r e .  We could have s e r v i c e s  dur ing  t h e  
week, t oo ,  e o u l d n s t  we? I th ink  t h i s  i s  important 
t h a t  we ga the r  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  b re th ren  and t h a t  we 
don ' t  look t o  j u s t  t h e  b i g  congregations .... When 
we t h i n k  of t h a t  c i r c u i t  r i d e r ,  we have t o  be care-  
f u l  t h a t  people d o n ' t  ask f o r  t h e i r  own church as 
soon as  they s t a r t  one down t h e  l i n e .  I  t h ink  t h a t  
i s  important ,  and I should th ink  we should watch 
t h i s .  This is  a  dangerous s i t u a t i o n  where someone 
has found two o r  t h r e e  people and then  a l l  a t  once 
they  say :  "Give us a  $100,000 church , I s  I  guess 
t h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  comes be fo re  t h e  Mission 
board.  Here, I b e l i e v e ,  i s  where t h e  p a s t o r  o r  
whoever works t h e r e ,  should r e a l l y  have h i s  f e e t  on 
t h e  ground .... I could add t o  t h a t .  I n  cases  where 
they  can combine, l i k e  our l i t t l e  churches,  t h i s  mat- 
t e r  should s u r e l y  be taken ca re  o f .  Why chase a  
p a s t o r  t o  3 places  4 miles  a p a r t ?  This i s  something 
we ought t o  urge upon them, s o  t h a t  we might be of 
b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  .... 

STUDENT DALE CHRISTOPHERSON: . . .  What I ' m  working a t  
i s  t h i s .  I t  might no t  be any a c t i v i t y  of  any orga- 
n ized  church group o r  any a c t i n g  Mission Board, o r  
r e s u l t s  of anybody's t r a i n i n g  program t h a t  caused 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  work i n  my h e a r t .  A s  a  ma t t e r  of 
f a c t ,  it was a  layman--a c a r  salesman, a  f i n e  one. 
I  r e a l i z e d  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e  p i n  he  had on h i s  l a p e l  
had a  diamond, mby,  and a  sapphi re  i n  i t ,  from t h e  
Ford Motor Company. H e  was a  top-notch salesman. 
But he p r imar i ly  was a  salesman f o r  t h e  Gospel of  
Jesus  C h r i s t .  And t h i s  ma.n wasn ' t  bashfu l  about 
t h e  Gospel. H e  came i n t o  t h e  jewelry s t o r e  t h a t  I 
owned and operated a t  t h a t  t ime, and one t h i n g  l e d  t o  
another ,  and he was p r imar i ly  t h e r e ,  because t h e  
Lord must have led him. "Yes, a r e n ' t  you a  Chris-  
t i a n ? "  Everybody i s  a  C h r i s t i a n .  I l i v e  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s :  a r e n ' t  P a  C h r i s t i a n ?  Well--"Is 
t h e  Lord Jesus  Chr i s t  your personal  S a v i ~ r ? ~ '  I 
never heard t h i s  before .  1 s a i d  I t r i e d  t o  read  
the  Bib le ,  bu t  w i t h  aPP those  9'Segats" and a l l  
t h a t  s t u f f ?  t h a t  d o n ' t  make much sense  t o  me. He 
t o l d  me where t o  read, To make a  long s t o r y  s h o r t ,  
it was a  wi tness ing  layman no t  t r y i n g  t o  win me t o  
any p a r t i c u l a r  church o rgan iza t ion ,  b u t  t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  t h e  Gospel presented  t o  me as an unsaved person-- 
t h a t  s t a r t e d  the  b a l l  r o l l i n g .  And it  was a ma t t e r  
o f  t h r e e  months time through t h e  means of grace and 
t h e  Word t h a t  I was bapt ized  and gave my h e a r t  t o  
C h r i s t ,  As a  r e s u l t  my wife d id ,  and two months 
l a t e r  we were p r i v i l e g e d  t o  l ead  my mother and 
f a t h e r  t o  t h e  Lord Je sus  Chris t--he was 57 years  o l d  
and had never  been bapt ized  i n  t h e  church. Now t h i s  
is  t y p i c a l  of t h e  a r e a  I come from. 70% of t h e  peo- 
p l e  a r e  probably i n  t h e  same ca tegory . .  ..Many Luth- 
erans a r e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  gun-shy about t h i s  wi tness ing .  
We have t h e  t r u t h .  We have t h e  pure Gospel and, we l l ,  
I don ' t  know how it can be  any pure r .  We have no- 
th ing  t o  be ashamed o f .  And it seems t o  me i f  our  

I p a s to r s  can c r e a t e  t h i s  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e i r  congrega- 
I 

I t i o n s  about what a  wonderful Savior  we h a v e - - i t ' s  
And what of  methods f o r  mission work i n  p r e t t y  contagious,  and enthusiasm i s  contagious and 
r u r a l  and small-town a r e a s ?  A pe r sona l  w e ' l l  end with more fe l lows l i k e  t h i s  W H who 
exper ience  provided perhaps t h e  b e s t  method. - - 
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i s  t h e  Ford c a r  s'alesman t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  me. Arid bcy, 
i f  you've got a congregation working l i k e  t h i s ,  you 
c a n ' t  b e a t  i t ,  t h e  ga te s  of Hell  cannot p r e v a i l  
a g a i n s t  you. 

Such ideas were re-echoed t h e  second day, 
when urban mission work was t h e  focus  of 
d i s cus s ion .  The pe r sona l  approach was 
found va luzb le  i n  neighborhood canvass ing  
programs, e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  second c a l l  on 
a p rospec t ,  

corners ,  you walk down t h e  s t r e e t  and you ge t  i t ,  
you g e t  i t  a t  your j o b - - i t ' s  j u s t  communication a l l  
t h e  t ime.  This ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  what t u r n s  c i t y  people 
cold to s t r a n g e r s .  Because o f  a l l  t h i s  communica- 
t i o n  t h e y ' r e  exposed t o ,  they a r e  going t o  have t o  
be  very se l ec t ive - - they  a r e  going t o  have t o  s t a r t  
p u t t i n g  up a  guard. And t h a t ' s  why c i t y  dwellers  
seem cold .  Tha t ' s  why they  slam t h e  door on you 
when you go c a l l i n g  on them because t h i s  i s  one 
type of commuszication t h a t  they have decided t o  
t u r n  o f f .  There ' s  jus t  t o a  much f o r  them t o  hand1 
So, they w i l l  t u r n  o f f  you. We pas to r s  and church 

STUDENT ROGER FALK: Wen you are making these  f o l -  
low-up c a l l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when you are  d e a l i n g  wi th  
prospects  f o r  church membership, t ake  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  
from t h e  l i f e  of a businessman: the  b e s t  szlesman 
f o r  a product i s  a  s a t i s f i e d  custonier. And I .chink 
he re  i s  where a  layman becomes .very import a n t  - - w i  tk 
c a l l i n g  on p rospec t s .  I f  he i s  r e a l l y  s a t i s f i e d  with 
h i s  church, r e z l l y  enthused about i t ,  he car1 s e l l  it 
t o  t h e s e  prospects  a  l o t  b e t t e r  than  the  p a s t o r  can. 
A f t e r  a l l ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  pastor's business--he% sur,!posed 
t o  preach r e l i g i o n .  But i f  you have an enthused and 
convinced layman, people w i l l  buy t h a t .  And I th ink  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  very good po in t  f o r  a  l a y  follow-up. 

The c i t y ,  of cou r se ,  p r e s e n t s  s p e c i a l  prob- 
lems of i t s  own f o r  mission w o r k e ~ s ,  and 
some of t h e s e  were di.scussed. 

t h a t  a  synod must possess  i n  o r d e r  t o  

PASTOR T.A. KUSTER: I t h i n k  we could Look at. a  g rea t  
dea l  of t h e s e  c i ty-urban  problems i n  terms of  com- i 
munication. One of  t h e  obvious th ings  t o  a  c i t y -  I 
dweller--even more s o  t o  a  country dwel le r  going 
i n t o  t h e  c i t y - - i s  t h e  tremendous amount of  communica- 
t i o n  t h a t  everyone t h e r e  i s  exposed t o .  Now, t h i s  
i f  your e n t i r e  l i f e ,  you ge t  it on r a d i o ,  you ge t  it 
on TV, you g e t  i t  i n  newspapers, you ge t  it on s t r e e t  

members are one source of c o m ~ r t i c a t i o n  among many. 
There i s  tremendous competi t ion f o r  peoples '  a t t e n -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y .  An since people have t o  be by 
necess i ty  very s e l e c t i v e  i n  what they a t t e n d  t o ,  
we-e going t o  have t o  be r e a l l y  sharp  t o  break 
through t h i s  a t t e n t i o n  bar r ie r .  We're going t o  
have t o  be more i n t e r e s t i n g  than TV, i f  we're going 
t o  expect them t o  t u r n  sff  t h e i r  TV and l i s t e n  t o  
us .  We're going t o  have t o  be more v i t a l  and up- 
to -da te  than a  newspaper i f  we a r e  going t o  expect 
them t o  put  down t h e i r  newspaper and read  our church 
b u l l e t i n s .  There ' s  a  tremendous competi t ion h e r e  
f o r  t h e  peoples1  a t t e n t i o n .  This i s  a  communication 
problem--a s e r i o u s  one, among o t h e r s .  

On t h e  t h i r d  day, t h e  seminar concen- 
t r a t e d  on f o r e i g n  miss ions .  The d i scus -  
s i o n  opened wi th  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e sou rces ,  bo th  s p i r i t u a l  and m a t e r i a l ,  

c a r r y  on an e f f e c t i v e  f o r e i g n  miss ion  pro- 
gram. 

STUDENT FRED THEISTE: ... i n  t h e  synod be fo re  it can 
do success fu l  mission work, I th ink  t h a t  t h e  love of 
God and obedience t o  C h r i s t  would be primary--moti- 
va t ion  t o  ca r ry  out  t h e  command and p lan  of  C h r i s t  
which i s  t o  make d i s c i p l e s  of a l l  na t ions  and t o  go 
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type of commuszication t h a t  they have decided t o  
t u r n  o f f .  There ' s  jus t  t o a  much f o r  them t o  hand1 
So, they w i l l  t u r n  o f f  you. We pas to r s  and church 

STUDENT ROGER FALK: Wen you are making these  f o l -  
low-up c a l l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when you are  d e a l i n g  wi th  
prospects  f o r  church membership, t ake  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  
from t h e  l i f e  of a businessman: the  b e s t  szlesman 
f o r  a product i s  a  s a t i s f i e d  custonier. And I .chink 
he re  i s  where a  layman becomes .very import a n t  - - w i  tk 
c a l l i n g  on p rospec t s .  I f  he i s  r e a l l y  s a t i s f i e d  with 
h i s  church, r e z l l y  enthused about i t ,  he car1 s e l l  it 
t o  t h e s e  prospects  a  l o t  b e t t e r  than  the  p a s t o r  can. 
A f t e r  a l l ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  pastor's business--he% sur,!posed 
t o  preach r e l i g i o n .  But i f  you have an enthused and 
convinced layman, people w i l l  buy t h a t .  And I th ink  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  very good po in t  f o r  a  l a y  follow-up. 

The c i t y ,  of cou r se ,  p r e s e n t s  s p e c i a l  prob- 
lems of i t s  own f o r  mission w o r k e ~ s ,  and 
some of t h e s e  were di.scussed. 

t h a t  a  synod must possess  i n  o r d e r  t o  

PASTOR T.A. KUSTER: I t h i n k  we could Look at. a  g rea t  
dea l  of t h e s e  c i ty-urban  problems i n  terms of  com- i 
munication. One of  t h e  obvious th ings  t o  a  c i t y -  I 
dweller--even more s o  t o  a  country dwel le r  going 
i n t o  t h e  c i t y - - i s  t h e  tremendous amount of  communica- 
t i o n  t h a t  everyone t h e r e  i s  exposed t o .  Now, t h i s  
i f  your e n t i r e  l i f e ,  you ge t  it on r a d i o ,  you ge t  it 
on TV, you g e t  i t  i n  newspapers, you ge t  it on s t r e e t  

members are one source of c o m ~ r t i c a t i o n  among many. 
There i s  tremendous competi t ion f o r  peoples '  a t t e n -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y .  An since people have t o  be by 
necess i ty  very s e l e c t i v e  i n  what they a t t e n d  t o ,  
we-e going t o  have t o  be r e a l l y  sharp  t o  break 
through t h i s  a t t e n t i o n  bar r ie r .  We're going t o  
have t o  be more i n t e r e s t i n g  than TV, i f  we're going 
t o  expect them t o  t u r n  sff  t h e i r  TV and l i s t e n  t o  
us .  We're going t o  have t o  be more v i t a l  and up- 
to -da te  than a  newspaper i f  we a r e  going t o  expect 
them t o  put  down t h e i r  newspaper and read  our church 
b u l l e t i n s .  There ' s  a  tremendous competi t ion h e r e  
f o r  t h e  peoples1  a t t e n t i o n .  This i s  a  communication 
problem--a s e r i o u s  one, among o t h e r s .  

On t h e  t h i r d  day, t h e  seminar concen- 
t r a t e d  on f o r e i g n  miss ions .  The d i scus -  
s i o n  opened wi th  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e sou rces ,  bo th  s p i r i t u a l  and m a t e r i a l ,  

c a r r y  on an e f f e c t i v e  f o r e i g n  miss ion  pro- 
gram. 

STUDENT FRED THEISTE: ... i n  t h e  synod be fo re  it can 
do success fu l  mission work, I th ink  t h a t  t h e  love of 
God and obedience t o  C h r i s t  would be primary--moti- 
va t ion  t o  ca r ry  out  t h e  command and p lan  of  C h r i s t  
which i s  t o  make d i s c i p l e s  of a l l  na t ions  and t o  go 
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i n t o  a l l  t h e  world and t o  preach t o  every c r e a t u r e .  
The end of t h e  world is  f a s t  approaching, and our  
work i s  t o  go out  and make d i s c i p l e s  of a l l  n a t i o n s ,  
and I th ink  these  a r e  t h e  main s p i r i t u a l  charac-  
t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  a synod must have i f  it i s  going t o  
c a r r y  out  a success fu l  mission program. ,.. 

PASTOR PAUL ANDERSON: ... The synod must have a love A 

fo r  God, bu t  i t  must a l s o  have a love of people.  
The Second Table comes i n  here j u s t  as  s t r o n g l y :  , 
t h a t  we have such a  love f o r  people,  and the  sa lva -  i 

t i o n  of people.  This i s  abso lu te ly  essen t ia l  t o  
t h a t  love, t o o .  T h i s  must a l s o  character ize  a synod 
i f  it is  t o  be a  mission synod. 

STUDENT PAUL J E G K L N :  I t h ink  we recognize t ha t  1 
t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  ma te r i a l  needs o f  a mission,  but I 
I th ink  sometimes t h e s e  can be ove r - s t r e s sed  t o  t h e  

I 

po in t  t h a t  they  a r e  nothing more than excuses f o r  not  
i 

going. And s o  we could say i n  a  very r e a l  way t h a t  
the  ma te r i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  needed a r e  actual ly  
very ,  very few, and they w i l l  t ake  ca re  of themselves 
i f  the  s p i r i t u a l  motivat ion i s  c o r r e c t .  That might 
be  t o o  g r e a t  a  gene ra l i za t ion ,  but  i t  i s  acknow- 
ledging t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  ma te r i a l  needs, money f o r  

i 
one, bu t  a  lack of money i s  o f t en  an excuse f o r  not  
going, where i f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  motivat ion was t h e r e ,  
t h e  money would be  t h e r e  a l s o .  

PASTOR PAUL ANDERSON: Le t ' s  pursue t h a t  p a r t  with 
a  b i t  of i l l u s t r a t i o n .  The people of Niger ia ,  by 
our s t anda rds ,  were very ,  very poor.  Thei r  average 
wage was about 144 a day. And y e t  they  d i d  not  f i n d  
t h a t  t o  be a  reason f o r  neglec t ing  mission work. 
They were a very a c t i v e  mission group. The fo re ign  
missionary d i d  not  have t o  go out  and search  I 
through t h e  bush t o  f i n d  people t o  b r i n g  i n t o  church. 1 
This  was done by t h e  newly converted Afr icans .  And I 

n e i t h e r  was it only t h i s  a c t i o n ,  t h i s  person-to per-  

son a c t i o n ,  where they  would go out  and without any 
cos t  t o  themselves, speak t o  o t h e r s .  But they a l s o  
had a more organized mission program going too .  
The Ibibos had t h e i r  mission among t h e  I b ~ s .  Thei r  
word f o r  t h e  mission o f f e r i n g  was "anoyamycik. " 
You don ' t  hea r  t h e  word "mission" i n  t h e r e  a t  a l l ,  
b u t  what you do hear  i s  "a g i f t  of  t h e  love of  t h e  
h e a r t  . v t  And t h a t  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  pushed them on. 
I suppose you could c a l l  t h a t  I.r)ve of t h e  h e a r t  a  
kind of a  ma te r i a l  t h ing ,  because from it came 
co ld  cash, and l o t s  of i t .  

,211SS'IONARY TED KLISTER: I would l i k e  t o  r ead  a  quote 
here from a fe l low:  "Cllien we r e l y  on organiza t ion ,"  
he says, ?'we ge t  what organiza t ion  can do. When 
we r e l y  on planning,  we get what planning can do. 
Nhen w e  r e l y  on eloquence, we ge t  what eloquence 
can do. And s o  on. Rut when w e  r e l y  on prayer ,  we 
get  what God can do," And I take  t h i s  one s t e p  
f a r t h e r  and I say,  no t  t o  b e l i t t l e  any of t hese  
o t h e r  t h i n g s :  But when we r e l y  on God's Word, we 
g e t  what God's Word can do. I n  t h a t  connection t h e  
passage which X t h ink  we could almost use as  t h e  ban- 
n e r  of  our  whole fo re ign  mission program says ,  "I 
know what you do, I know t h a t  you have a l i t t l e  
power, you have foliowed my teaching ,  and you have 
beer1 f a i t h f u l  t o  me. I have opened a door be fo re  
you which no one can c l o ~ e . ~  This t o  me t akes  up 
t h e  ma te r i a l  and s p i r i t u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a l l  i n  
one sho t .  I t ' s  desc r ib ing  our  synod too ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  
We know t h a t  we have a  l i t t l e  power, and God knows 
t h i s  too ,  and we have been f a i t h f u l  t o  H i s  Word, 
and we know t h i s  and we can look back i n  our synod 
r e p o r t s  and s e e  how t h i s  has  c o s t  u s ,  and how we 
s t r u g g l e  f o r  t hese  t h i n g s .  And s o  we have t h i s  
Gospel, and what does t h e  Lord say?  have opened 
a door before  you which no one can c lose .1v  And i f  
we r e l y  on th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  and r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  
these  t h i n g s ,  then  we have what God's Word can do. 
'The danger i s ,  though, t h a t  we have t o  apply t h e s e  
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i n t o  a l l  t h e  world and t o  preach t o  every c r e a t u r e .  
The end of t h e  world is  f a s t  approaching, and our  
work i s  t o  go out  and make d i s c i p l e s  of a l l  n a t i o n s ,  
and I th ink  these  a r e  t h e  main s p i r i t u a l  charac-  
t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  a synod must have i f  it i s  going t o  
c a r r y  out  a success fu l  mission program. ,.. 

PASTOR PAUL ANDERSON: ... The synod must have a love A 

fo r  God, bu t  i t  must a l s o  have a love of people.  
The Second Table comes i n  here j u s t  as  s t r o n g l y :  , 
t h a t  we have such a  love f o r  people,  and the  sa lva -  i 

t i o n  of people.  This i s  abso lu te ly  essen t ia l  t o  
t h a t  love, t o o .  T h i s  must a l s o  character ize  a synod 
i f  it is  t o  be a  mission synod. 

STUDENT PAUL J E G K L N :  I t h ink  we recognize t ha t  1 
t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  ma te r i a l  needs o f  a mission,  but I 
I th ink  sometimes t h e s e  can be ove r - s t r e s sed  t o  t h e  

I 

po in t  t h a t  they  a r e  nothing more than excuses f o r  not  
i 

going. And s o  we could say i n  a  very r e a l  way t h a t  
the  ma te r i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  needed a r e  actual ly  
very ,  very few, and they w i l l  t ake  ca re  of themselves 
i f  the  s p i r i t u a l  motivat ion i s  c o r r e c t .  That might 
be  t o o  g r e a t  a  gene ra l i za t ion ,  but  i t  i s  acknow- 
ledging t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  ma te r i a l  needs, money f o r  

i 
one, bu t  a  lack of money i s  o f t en  an excuse f o r  not  
going, where i f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  motivat ion was t h e r e ,  
t h e  money would be  t h e r e  a l s o .  

PASTOR PAUL ANDERSON: Le t ' s  pursue t h a t  p a r t  with 
a  b i t  of i l l u s t r a t i o n .  The people of Niger ia ,  by 
our s t anda rds ,  were very ,  very poor.  Thei r  average 
wage was about 144 a day. And y e t  they  d i d  not  f i n d  
t h a t  t o  be a  reason f o r  neglec t ing  mission work. 
They were a very a c t i v e  mission group. The fo re ign  
missionary d i d  not  have t o  go out  and search  I 
through t h e  bush t o  f i n d  people t o  b r i n g  i n t o  church. 1 
This  was done by t h e  newly converted Afr icans .  And I 

n e i t h e r  was it only t h i s  a c t i o n ,  t h i s  person-to per-  

son a c t i o n ,  where they  would go out  and without any 
cos t  t o  themselves, speak t o  o t h e r s .  But they a l s o  
had a more organized mission program going too .  
The Ibibos had t h e i r  mission among t h e  I b ~ s .  Thei r  
word f o r  t h e  mission o f f e r i n g  was "anoyamycik. " 
You don ' t  hea r  t h e  word "mission" i n  t h e r e  a t  a l l ,  
b u t  what you do hear  i s  "a g i f t  of  t h e  love of  t h e  
h e a r t  . v t  And t h a t  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  pushed them on. 
I suppose you could c a l l  t h a t  I.r)ve of t h e  h e a r t  a  
kind of a  ma te r i a l  t h ing ,  because from it came 
co ld  cash, and l o t s  of i t .  

,211SS'IONARY TED KLISTER: I would l i k e  t o  r ead  a  quote 
here from a fe l low:  "Cllien we r e l y  on organiza t ion ,"  
he says, ?'we ge t  what organiza t ion  can do. When 
we r e l y  on planning,  we get what planning can do. 
Nhen w e  r e l y  on eloquence, we ge t  what eloquence 
can do. And s o  on. Rut when w e  r e l y  on prayer ,  we 
get  what God can do," And I take  t h i s  one s t e p  
f a r t h e r  and I say,  no t  t o  b e l i t t l e  any of t hese  
o t h e r  t h i n g s :  But when we r e l y  on God's Word, we 
g e t  what God's Word can do. I n  t h a t  connection t h e  
passage which X t h ink  we could almost use as  t h e  ban- 
n e r  of  our  whole fo re ign  mission program says ,  "I 
know what you do, I know t h a t  you have a l i t t l e  
power, you have foliowed my teaching ,  and you have 
beer1 f a i t h f u l  t o  me. I have opened a door be fo re  
you which no one can c l o ~ e . ~  This t o  me t akes  up 
t h e  ma te r i a l  and s p i r i t u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a l l  i n  
one sho t .  I t ' s  desc r ib ing  our  synod too ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  
We know t h a t  we have a  l i t t l e  power, and God knows 
t h i s  too ,  and we have been f a i t h f u l  t o  H i s  Word, 
and we know t h i s  and we can look back i n  our synod 
r e p o r t s  and s e e  how t h i s  has  c o s t  u s ,  and how we 
s t r u g g l e  f o r  t hese  t h i n g s .  And s o  we have t h i s  
Gospel, and what does t h e  Lord say?  have opened 
a door before  you which no one can c lose .1v  And i f  
we r e l y  on th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  and r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  
these  t h i n g s ,  then  we have what God's Word can do. 
'The danger i s ,  though, t h a t  we have t o  apply t h e s e  



h 

t h ings  i n  t h e  r e s t  of  our  l i v e s  too .  I f  we a r e  
going t o  t e l l  our  people these  th ings ,  r e l y i n g  on Godis 
Word, we a r e  going t o  have t o  be r e l y i n g  on it  our- 
se lves  o r  our words a r e  empty sounds and t h i s  is  t h e  
s e c r e t  t oo ,  I t h i n k ,  t o  the  problems we have been 
g e t t i n g  a t  the l a s t  two days.  'Ihe c l e rgy  i s  t h e  
key, r e a l l y ,  and it i s  not  t o o  hard  f o r  t h e  c le rgy-  
man t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s  pos i t i on - - to  r e a l l y  r e l y  on God's 
Ward hnnself .  

PASTOR PAUL ANDERSON: I t h i n k  t h a t  we can p r e t t y  f 
w e l l  genera l i ze  and say t h a t  mission work i s  indoc- 
t r i i r a t i o n .  I t  begins with i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  and it 
reaches ,jut by i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  I t  prepares  mission- 
ar ies  by i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  Teach! Teach! Teach! 

.T A 

That 15 the  s e c r e t  cf the  t h i n g .  ir we so  teach I 

our 13fion1e t h a t  they know where they came frorn, wkac I 

has l i ~ p p e n e d  t o  them by the  grace of God, 21-16 the  
c o l t d i t i c i ~  n f  ~ t h e r  people t ha t  it i s  t h e  same as 
t h e i r s ,  there  i s  motivat ion.  Tnen method. Inre nake 
d l  i ; t . ~ n l e s .  How? By b a p t i z i n g  and by teaching .  
ye &C %b: ~ . ~ 1 ~ 9 !  Teaching! Teaching, aga in  I And t h e  more 

we: car! teach and deepen t h e  s p i r i t ~ l a i  understanding 
of c u r  people,  t h e  b e t t e r  miss ionar ies  they are go- 
i l l y  tc h e .  They a r e  no t  going t o  become dead ortho-  
dor ;wgple--nut i f  we teach r i g h t .  And t h i s  love of  
t h e  s u r d  of G G ~ ,  the  love of  -&he doc t r ines  of  thax 
Word, t h a t  i s  going to- -wel l ,  i t  i s  a v i t a l  neces- 
s i t y  i f  w e  a r e  going t o  e i t he r  e x i s t  as a  church, o r  
t o  dg: 11ii~sf on work a s  a  chu-rch. 

And how large cught a synod to be before 
it can expect to support  a fore ign  mi-ssion? 

MISSIONARY TED KUSTEK: Well, t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  I 
come w i t h  i s  f o r  a synodica l  type mission,  t h a t  we 
would be f a m i l i a r  wi th ,  3,003 t o  1 would be t h e  
r a t i o  of  workers a t  home t o  workers i n  another  

area--4,000 t o  1. Now t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  groups t h a t  
do b e t t e r .  The World Mission Prayer  group, t o  c i t e  
one example of  another  group, h a s ,  I t h i n k ,  3,000 
members and they  support  100 workers overseas .  

STUDENT PAUL JECKLHN: I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a  p r i n c i -  
p i e  involved when we cons ider  these churches t h a t  
s l lppsr t  miss ionar ies  : they grow themselves. The 
s p i r i t  o r  enphasis  which has caused growth i n  t h e i r  
own midst c r e a t e s  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  go t o  t h e  fo re ign  
f i e l d s .  That same emphasis, 1 would t h i n k ,  would 
be found i n  those  who even s t a y  a t  home, s o  they  
carry on t h e i r  missionary a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e i r  back 
yards  and a t  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  e t c . ,  and it i s  j u s t  a 
contagious s p i r i t ,  l i k e  we have s a i d  be fo re .  I 
can see no reason why they  wouldnvt  grow a t  
home, if t h a t  type of  spi r i . texis ts  t h e r e ,  t h a t  has  
caused so  many t o  respond l o  t he  fo re ign  f i e l d .  
There i s  a  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  islvalved t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Mission work, of course? requires finan- 
cial support, and this too was discussed, 

PASTOR PAUL MJDERSON: I n  the  N f  g e r i a  mission, t h e  
money given by o u r  white f o l d s  back he re  went t o  
support  t h e  white f o l d s  over t h e r e .  That meant, 
then,  t h a t  those who went t o  teach  i n  t h e  seminary 
from he re  were pa id  w i t h  funds from he re .  .But when 
t h e  Africans put  a  t eache r  i n  t h e r e ,  they  pa id  t h e  
African t e a c h e r ,  S imi l a r ly  with t h e  normal school ,  
and a l l  of them. The v i l l a g e  schools ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  
churches were pa id  f o r  e n t i r e l y  by t h e  v i l l a g e  
money.. . . 

PASTOR T.A. KUSTER: . . .  You s e e ,  t h e s e  a r e n ' t  
a b s t r a c t  problems t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about h e r e .  
In two o r  t h r e e  yea r s  you men w i l l  a l l  be  out  i n  
congregations and faced  with e x a c t l y  t h i s  problem, 
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t h ings  i n  t h e  r e s t  of  our  l i v e s  too .  I f  we a r e  
going t o  t e l l  our  people these  th ings ,  r e l y i n g  on Godis 
Word, we a r e  going t o  have t o  be r e l y i n g  on it  our- 
se lves  o r  our words a r e  empty sounds and t h i s  is  t h e  
s e c r e t  t oo ,  I t h i n k ,  t o  the  problems we have been 
g e t t i n g  a t  the l a s t  two days.  'Ihe c l e rgy  i s  t h e  
key, r e a l l y ,  and it i s  not  t o o  hard  f o r  t h e  c le rgy-  
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.T A 

That 15 the  s e c r e t  cf the  t h i n g .  ir we so  teach I 

our 13fion1e t h a t  they know where they came frorn, wkac I 

has l i ~ p p e n e d  t o  them by the  grace of God, 21-16 the  
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ye &C %b: ~ . ~ 1 ~ 9 !  Teaching! Teaching, aga in  I And t h e  more 

we: car! teach and deepen t h e  s p i r i t ~ l a i  understanding 
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And how large cught a synod to be before 
it can expect to support  a fore ign  mi-ssion? 
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area--4,000 t o  1. Now t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  groups t h a t  
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STUDENT PAUL JECKLHN: I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a  p r i n c i -  
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yards  and a t  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  e t c . ,  and it i s  j u s t  a 
contagious s p i r i t ,  l i k e  we have s a i d  be fo re .  I 
can see no reason why they  wouldnvt  grow a t  
home, if t h a t  type of  spi r i . texis ts  t h e r e ,  t h a t  has  
caused so  many t o  respond l o  t he  fo re ign  f i e l d .  
There i s  a  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  islvalved t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Mission work, of course? requires finan- 
cial support, and this too was discussed, 

PASTOR PAUL MJDERSON: I n  the  N f  g e r i a  mission, t h e  
money given by o u r  white f o l d s  back he re  went t o  
support  t h e  white f o l d s  over t h e r e .  That meant, 
then,  t h a t  those who went t o  teach  i n  t h e  seminary 
from he re  were pa id  w i t h  funds from he re .  .But when 
t h e  Africans put  a  t eache r  i n  t h e r e ,  they  pa id  t h e  
African t e a c h e r ,  S imi l a r ly  with t h e  normal school ,  
and a l l  of them. The v i l l a g e  schools ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  
churches were pa id  f o r  e n t i r e l y  by t h e  v i l l a g e  
money.. . . 

PASTOR T.A. KUSTER: . . .  You s e e ,  t h e s e  a r e n ' t  
a b s t r a c t  problems t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about h e r e .  
In two o r  t h r e e  yea r s  you men w i l l  a l l  be  out  i n  
congregations and faced  with e x a c t l y  t h i s  problem, 



and maybe i t  wouid he lp  t o  c l a r i f y  it i f  we s t a t e  
it t h i s  way. We were look ing  a t  some f i g u r e s  l a s t  
n i g h t  arrd i t  seems according t o  the  budgst  of  l a s t  
yea r ,  t h e  average con t r ibu t ion  for every co~~muni -  
cant  member f o r  a l l  m i s s i o n ,  fore ign  an2 home is 

* .  fou r  d o l l a r s - - f o u r  d o l l a r s  a year f o r  a l l  r n l s z 3 ~ m s .  
What does i t  mean t o  s t a r t  a f o r e i g n  misf; ic1i7 Well, 
next  year i t  seem t h a t  rhe average rnisiore c c m t ~ i -  
b u t i s n  will hopeful ly  bc Fivr. d o l l a r  per .~lernljt..r, 
And so what does it mean t o  star-  f o r s i g ~ ~  nLiss ion  
i n  terms of material cha~acteristics? We caiz t-;a)- 
t h a t  every l o c a l  pastor. has t0 g e t  evez-y !;;it? of hi;  
members t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a dol l t r r  t i z s t  y533+,, i:;h:it < s 
tha t - -$$  a msnth, That !s what it i;rt:r:65 Ar.d *' 5. IS E ' s 
i s  the problem--horq are you go ing  t c  C a c ~  i t ,  h c > ~  
a r e  you going t o  hzndfe t h i s  i n  your  +-oni;rsga-ti cn2 

STUDENT DALE CHRISTQPI-tERSC)fi : 1 ag~ec-  w i t 1 2  ,;iAt.i 

I want t o  c i t e  a couple cf p o i z t s  r'rs11, tile sc.r:ulh; 
s i d e  of it. If a man r e a l l y  bclievcs somc?hk;>g, ilz 
will put his money in it, F u r  examr;?c, IF h i s  nol-my 
i s  photography, he i l ; i L l  t h i n k  n o t h i n g  of ~;: ;endisg 
$300 o r  $4G0 o r  nore f o r  a f ine ce:.:era., becaiase Ilr 
b e l i e v e s  i n  t h i s ,  fie i s  interestci'i i l r  t h i s ,  Also  
1 t h j n k  we can l e a r n  mush from s e l l i n g ,  s a l e s  o r -  
ganiza t ions  i n  the  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y .  If  you d o n s t  
sex?  anything,  evert though ycu m a y  have the  f i n e s t  
product i n  the  world, maybe you don't go r v l t h  it a11d 
p resen t  it be fo re  people,  you a r e  not selling, L i k e  
wise h e r e ,  from t h e  s p i r i t u a l  aspect, 1 thirik t h e  
p a s t o r s ,  and we as f u t u r e  pas tors  here, 2nd t h e  
e x i s t i n g  pas t o r s  i n  p a r t i c u l s r ,  have a tremendous 
s e l l i n g  job,  and I am u s i n g  t h a t  i n  i t s  positive 
sense ,  f o r  fo re ign  miss ions ,  I f  t h i s  zea l ,  i f  t h i s  
t r u t h  i s  presented ,  by t h e  preaching of  t h e  Word, 
t h e  t r u t h  is  brought o u t ,  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  w i l l  
touch h e a r t s ,  and i f  a man be l i eves  i n  something, 
t h e r e  i s  no problem i n  a s k i n g  h i s  money f o r  i t . .  . . 

STUDENT TOSTEN SKAALAND: I found from t h e  book I 

reviewed on t h e  indigenous church, t h a t  we should 
teach  t h e  converts  t o  t i t h e ;  t h i s  may be i d e a l i s t i c ,  
bu t  if you could have t e n  f a m i l i e s  and each one of 
them t i t h e s ,  they  can support  a  p a s t o r  on t h e  same 
l e v e l  of s tandard  of l i v ing  on which they  a r e  
l i v i n g .  

Chcosing a field in which to start a 
foreign n~ission always presents a prob- 
lem. The seminar's moderator brought the 

i problem before the g ~ o u p .  

MODERATOR A.V.  KUSTER: ... So h e r e  we go on t h e  
ques t ion ,  "In what fo re ign  f i e l d  can we b e s t  
serve?!' Various p o s s i b l e  f i e ld s  t o  be weighed. Did 
znybody do any se r ious  work on t h a t ?  We'd l i k e  t o  
hear something t h a t  has been based on a l i t t l e  s tudy  I 

I 
i n  t h i s  matter and possi  b i y  t o  arouse some good 
r e su l t s ,  On the  panel? 

I 

STUDENT TOSTEN SKAALkVD: There are some p laces  where 
God's Word i s  being r e j e c t e d .  Like  China. That i s  
c losed .  We c a n ' t  g e t  i n  t h e r e .  And t h e r e  a r e  ce r -  
t a i n  p l aces  l i k e  Ceylon which allows only t h r e e  
miss ionar ies .  mere a r e  c e r t a i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  
are automat ica l ly  p laced  upon us.  Communism i s  
another  th ing - - th i s  i s n ' t  meaning t o  say  t h a t  where 
t h e r e  is communism we shouldn ' t  go, but  where t h e r e  
is communism it is harde r  f o r  us t o  work. In  South 
America, Comunism h a s n ' t  taken over  a  f i r m  ho ld  
y e t ,  and i f  we could ge t  i n  t h e r e  f i r s t ,  I th ink  
it would be more o f  an oppor tuni ty  t h a t  way and 
t h e r e  a r e n ' t  t oo  many o t h e r  competing r e l i g i o n s .  
In  South America it is p r e t t y  much wide open. 

1 
MODERATOR A.V. KUSTER: I know t h a t  our  missionary- 

I 

e l e c t  has done some th ink ing  along t h i s  l i n e ;  would 
you l i k e  t o  b r i e f l y  l i s t  some o f  your thoughts  on 
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t h i s  l i n e  of why we ' re  i n  South America, n o t  i n  
T ibe t ,  or--  

MISSIONAiU TED KUSTER: With t h e  idea  t h a t  ahese are 
o t h e r  f i e l d s ,  t h i s  i s  just  one way o f  f i n d i n g  one 
p l ace  t o  begin-- , to  s t a r t .  There are two nillion 
people i n  South America, arid rhey say rtile p u p i ~ i a r i o n  
is growing.  

MSDE7*TOR A . V ,  KUSTER: 200 m i l t i o n ,  you Inem. 

MISSlOX4RY TED KUSTER: 230 mj. l l ion ,  yes. ..O% :I;-.: 

C a t h o i i c ,  1 wasi i~ l% say--an estisate oil n:jr j ~ ~ r t ,  
10% ,xre !:arl:cl ic--- t k a t  l::;lves q-uit? :i :+?:I . l j : - 4  A a 

1 * then  '-:;a Sz , : i :~sh  z,?;m,ge ~ 1 1 1 ~  i: :.: ,- i : j j  i-e : :,tjci- : 
+:*:, ' < - , 3 ,  you ~J:J;I., ' ca i~e !-,> m:.ke. 'i ?h i  TI;< %,CI::~ -- L i  A - 

> .. 
b r i e f :  - un:.? we chos:; Spa?:;c,'l are * i. ; .t l , . itq:ir.  3 

t h a t  czc !,t: errs i l j  :.!asf-e~sd by scmes:ir ;:r; hi, . % ! . i  . 
i n  h i g h  school  o r  czllege here i n  ouu ~ o i ~ n c l  y . : 
a l s o  a %ngunge thsc can be use& in i:l.iler n i ~ i t : ~ : :  i n  
o t h e r  coun t r i e s  soroad,  qnd a l so  ~t c m  be use2 !;ere 
i n  tile United Stares i n  uiany of our clries. There i.s 
a cer ta in  stzb:oility i n  South America i l i  t h e  c c i ~ n t ~ * ~ ~  
o f  Peru toward religion, towards r e l i g i o u s  frzedoin, 
towards the whole t h i n g  about Communism--there i s  a 
c e r t a i n  s t a b i l i t y ,  i t ' s  hold ing  i t s  own r i g h t  now; 
we don ' t  know what the  f u t u r e  ho lds ,  bu t  it looks 
good. m e r e  i s  an easy access  t o  t h i s  a r e a - - i t  is 
easy  t o  ge t  t h e r e .  I t  takes a day, and it c o s t s  an 
amount of  money, but  s t i l l  i s  an easy p lace  t o  g e t  t o .  
You don ' t  have t o  go o f f  through t h e  jungles  and 
then  over  t h e  mountains and then by canoe another  
ten  mi les ,  you know, and then by foo t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
way. it i s  very easy t o  ge t  t h e r e ,  and s o  f o r  many 
reasons ,  t h i s  would be t h e  p l ace  t o  s t a r t .  This i s  
t h e  th ink ing  t h a t  went on i n  our mind. Now t h e r e  
a r e  o t h e r  p laces  which have these  same q u a l i f i c a -  
t i o n s ,  I am sure . . . .  There a re  mission groups, how- 
eve r ,  who would a c t  t h e  exac t  oppos i te .  Where a r e  

the smallest groups be ing  ncglecteci? Vhel-e i s  t h e  
competition t h e  icemest? Where ;.? t h e  i s~ lguage  the  
h a r d e s t ?  Let s say they  f i n d  sag; 300 people  i n  t h i s  
t i ;  t h ey  w i l  l go i n  and l e a r ~ l  t h a t  langetage, 
b'!here i s  -the polit-i.r,al climate the w ~ r s t ,  and one 
of t h e  hardest places 1.0 ge t  t o ?  

l ie ld  -1:wo . ~ ; d  5 h a l f  rno.;>;i:?r;z l - j~r : f~~ie  jlj'c: d.e- 
pa-rt~urle t:l> S ~ i l - ~ h  A;.ner;ic.:i2, .the sem2rjarI . c Offered ~IJ..;. s7-~c:3e-?,s ; l i l ~ q ~  -, a, t; .i;1;-7ytv--~7 -- c \ r +  , C- .&\. .I L "P -- 
p o : p t u n , < t i ~ 3 s  bc.;j-I~ j:~:~ -.-.-. L . L : ~ ~ L C  - 2nd exppess 

" e h i s  (jrrili jjJeLis ( I I ~ ~ Q S . ~  -izor:ei;;il ;,;"j_ss lopi wol?jc , 
Ele skL;_ared with -the sem.<-ri.-.,r r,ar?:ic;igzn-i:s 
h i s  own niission zeal, ~tr!,cl r?~il-ealed some 
<, J= ,,I 121s i d e , ? ~  & O U ~  w!.;.?L~ I!%s : : n f~~ ic3n  metliods 

will inc lude .  

%%SSIONAIiY TED KUSTEW: ...I J u s t  s o r t  o f  ha ted  xo 
ccsl~c home f r o m  t h e  (exploratc~:)+) f r i p  i n  t h a t  sense, 
because "re  f i e l d s  ai-e :&ihite, ,,, The open door ,  s e e ,  
t h e  door  is  oper2, Tlsat  means ? h a &  the  way i s  made 
c l e a r  f o r  the conversion of t h e  heathen,  f o r  t h e  
unbel ievers  .. . . It is j u s t  a f i e l d  tha t  i s  ready. 
Our job w i l l  be more o r  less l i k e  those  people  t h a t  
r an  around t o  i n v i t e  people t o  t h e  wedding f eas t ,  
you know, "Come on i n ,  come on in .$ !  Another tiling: 
t h e  urgency always has t o  overr ide  eve ry th ing . .  . , 
Piere i s n ' t  any time l e f t ,  "Ilu9-rjr out  t o  t h e  
s tseets  and alleysw--that is o m  passage ,  ."Make 
g m d  use of every  ~ p p ~ r f ' : ; ~ ; i t y -  ~ 7 0 ~ 1  get" - - tha t  i s  
aaoxher one. "1 am coming sc;an9" Jesrls says.  He 
says tha t  twice. ?FI i9cm coniirng soon,fi 1Ie ways, 

I '$The g o d  news w i l l  be -preast:c.d, then tllc end w i l l  
c:>r;e. The Lord i s  not  slow; h u t  ile i s  pa t i en t  . 
i-!e wants a l l  t o  Ile z;li\igA- S ~ Y  I 5 ~ 1 e  is uqenry  3ve-r 
tlic wllcle t h i r . y .  So whe;i ;.c : I c : ~  * r h i s  LIrgency and 
yeu g e t  th i t_  f ~ c n l  t h e  Bible, 41f:is wgency  t h e  i t  
bas over t h i s  whole p i c t u r r  uf ~issions d i l  over 
rile world ,  then I chink yo3 have s l i t t l e  d i f f e r en t  
concept too  about when a person j s ready t o  be a 
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> .. 
b r i e f :  - un:.? we chos:; Spa?:;c,'l are * i. ; .t l , . itq:ir.  3 
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missionary.  I th ink  we should s t r e s s  p u r i t y  of doc- 
t r i n e  t o  t h e  h i l t .  I t h ink  we should s t r e s s  
educat ion a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  I t h ink  we should have 
t r a i n e d  c l e rgy .  I th ink  we should have people with 
degrees.  But t h e r e  i s  a l so  t h i s  urgency t h a t  we 
have t o  ge t  those  peoples be fo re  they  yet i n t o  the  
p l ace  where t h e r e  i s  no r e l e a s e .  And rhen you have 
a fel low i n  your church o r  your c o n g r e y a t i ~ n  o r  a 
l i t t l e  group, and he knows John 3:16, and it i s  very 
s imple.  And I am not  going t o  t e l l  t h i s  fe l low tha t  
he has t o  l e a r n  o the r  passages f i rs t .  He \ r i l l  w a n t ,  
I t h i n k ,  t o  go out and t e l l  the next  p e n o r .  John 3 9 . 6 .  
He might no t  understand anyth ing  e l se  i n  the  whoj!e 
Bib le ,  but  he  has go t  tha t  s t r a i g h t  and he is  going 
t o  want t o  go. Mere i s  another  t h i n g  I thi i lk  we 
miss. We d o n ' t  see this  t o o  much i n  our  prop12 tie1-e, 
and we don ' t  see it t o o  much i n  our-selves, t'js 
o r i g i n a l  enthusiasm f o r  the  Gospel t h a t  t h e  irewly 
converted have.  If you have ever seen a persoil as 
we say come t o  f a i t h ,  o r  seen t h i s  happen i n  a per -  
s o n ' s  l i f e ,  you w i l l  no t i ce  t h i s  s o r t  of tapers 
o f f .  I t  begins r e a l  anxious and e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  then 
it s o r t  of t a p e r s  o f f .  And how m ~ c h  don't we c3n- 
t r i b u t e  t o  t h a t  t a p e r i n g  o f f  by zeliing t h e m  .... 

A l l  of  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  a t  t h e  close of 
t h e  conference ,  admi t ted  t o  have gained 
both  knowledge and i n s p i r a t i o n  from t h e  
f i r s t  S p e c i a l  Mission Seminar a t  Bethany, 
and expressed  t h e  hope t h a t  it could  be  
made an annual  event .  

We h e r e  re-produce a few of t h e  s t u d i e s  
and book reviews prepared  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  
f o r  this Seminar, 

"PROBLEMS I N  APPLYING THE GOSPEL I N  FOREIGN CULTURESq' 

s 9 0 n ' t  take our  cu1tuli.e This statement  
I 

1 w a s  nade by an Ind ian  i n  Wiszonzin. He was t o l d  by 

1 a minis ter  t h a t  chewlrlg t h e  :root o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  
? ? a n t  was wrong, s ince  :t cavszd the  same e f f e c t s  
a. drug add ic r ion .  'ilk r ep ly  xo t h e  min i s t e r ,  
6'98rh ? P _  take air c u l t u r e  away l ' ?  ? 4 l n s t r a t e s  the  
p ~ a b l e m s  one car, have i n  apg - - l\;i?g t h e  Gospel i n  
d i f f e r e n t  cu l tu res .  For t ha t  matter, one h a s  a 
3-iiTf i c u l t  enough Arne apply ing  t h e  Gospel i n  h i s  

I swn c u l t u r e ,  much less i x i  a f~hre ign one. The pur-  
case of t h j  s essay wlX; be 1-0 i n v e s t i g a t e  s e v e r a l  
caf t hese  actuadfy innrrmerzble 23-oS1e.m~. 

Before w c  p rogress  any f u r t he r  l e t  us de f ine  
wl-ia-t uculturef>e"eally i s  an$ &ether  t h e  Gospel 
r e a l l y  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  c u l t u r e s .  Webster 's c i t e s  
cu l tu re  as "'the charac te r i s t ic  f e a t u r e s  o r  the  
t ; ipical  behavior o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  people ." Eugene 
i\. N-ida, i n  Customs and Cultures says t h a t  c u l t u r e  ------- 
i s  "'all leagned behavior which i s  s o c i a l l y  acqui red ,  
tha t  i s ,  t h e  material and non-material  t r a i t s  which 
are passed on from one genera t ion  t o  another ."  
Cul ture  thus  p r a c t i c a l l y  embraces a l l  ac t ions  and 
behaviors of  a people.  

Can the  Gospel then be appl ied  t o  a l l  c u l t u r e s ?  
Tfae u l t ima te  source of  a l l  ltnowledge and a u t h o r i t y  I 

1 gives us our answer, "Go ye t he re fo re  and t each  
a la  na t ions ,  bap t i z ing  them i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Fa ther ,  
and of t h e  Son, and of t h e  Holy Ghost" (Matt. 28 :  19; 

I a l s o  Matt. 24:14, Mark l3:10,  Mark 1 6 9 5 ,  Luke 24:47,  
I 

Acts 118, and Rev, 14 :6) .  
And when t h e  word n a t i o n s  i s  used i n  t h e  

Greek o r i g i n a l  (ethnos)  , i t  does no t  r e f e r  t o  f o r -  
mally organized c o u n t r i e s ,  but  t o  peoples ,  and by 
context ,  - a l l  peoples .  
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Thus t h e  ~ b s ~ e l  i s  f o r  a l l  cul tures  and a l l  
peoples .  But t h i s  i s  e a s i e r  s a i d  than done. The 
f i rs t  problem a r i s e s  with language. I'he missionary 
nust learn i t ,  and the Bible,  t h e  Good News sf Sa l -  
vaticjn i n  Chr i s t ,  must be tra-nsslated i n t o  it,, The 
innumerable d i a l e c t s  i n  marly languages add t o  t h e  
proble~n.  Once the  language i s  i tar l ied,  the re  i s  
s t i l l  t h e  problem o f  g e t r i n g  the G o s ~ e l  ti r o ~ ~ a h  t o  
t h e  people  o f t en  t h e  missiu;lsry "sk:rarcht.> T i i t .  

pecplc wilere t hey  do i i c h . "  P.c i 5 ricr b;, (- 3~ ,. L ,id4 G - 
with o r  does i ! ~ . t  unde r~ t3 l ld  tile spci?cifac l r n 1 1 x  L l  r t s  
needs cf rllc p e 0 - p ; ~ ~  fle 1msi ;,res:-rii d .. I. ttie Ti-.-,7T L 4 ~  L. of 

J. 

God iAL tkle,; ";ern5 He 3 ~ 5 2  ll:fiaet T:,.;i;: gjl t7je: 
l evz ; i .  Us,? CF-ang ECz, Shek as 51: e ~ ~ . : : , , " i 5  34; 5 

1 ;  j a .  I n  SoutZ: Anneri ca ti-iz S:,QY;,S ctf 1-kc 
Gocd i:~:al;;l.cr2 would y ~ o b a b l y  f l t  b r ? l  %I-ito t i i ~ i  u 
cuatt-?n,, 

;l.q~\';hrd~ ~ ; y ~ b i a - r  ~ * G L * ; C ~  ~.=QTIP i :  !,A.l+71i.,g t f .  iax- 

? : i 7- p ~ i ~  ;4:e3 t,-%:-. .:,l;;ur" on tc a 'crei42iL : 3 j  L-- ,- + ( "GI 1%. - .  n a l i ~ ~ t :  ;?e-r.!e s;:ot?ld nt3-t :>p fc-yt:ed :.g t,.,l-*, lfija-,~c, 

e a t ,  s Lee& ar,d dress 1iB.o J n z ~ 2  cans , Tkkis i5, i l c ~ ~  

pax' o f  a::-is-tiarrity, as St. Paul says 'Ln C h i l e  2 :  16, 
!!Let nc mg-n judge you i n  meat  o r  i n  d r i ~ ~ k ,  cT 13 ' 

resgeci' cf a hcl.y d r y ,  OT of t h e  3e.i;. w o n ,  cr' 3f 

the s:2~Sat4r days . t V o r e i g n  educat i o m l  pa t  tei-rs 
and f c r e t g n  government should a l s o  not  be Esrc3d 
upon t h e  ~ c t f V e s .  They will jus t  resent  this and i t  
w i l l  bec~me an obstacle t o  t h e i r  convers ion ,  

Think "indigenous". The spread of t h e  Gospel 
i s  o f t e n  hindered when t h e r e  i s  t o o  much con t ro l  and 
support  by t h e  mission and missionary.  Se l f -  
government, se l f -propagat ion ,  and se l f - suppor t  
should be l e f t  t o  t h e  n a t i v e s  themselves. A m i s -  
s i ona ry  once refused  t h a t  h i s  home be used as a  
chzpe!, re fused  t h e  c h a i r s  he had t o  be used f o r  
s e r v i c e s ,  bu t  gave t h e  n a t i v e  people a  kerosene 
lamp f o r  l i g h t .  The people themselves b u i l t  a 
church, bought c h a i r s ,  bu t  would never buy a lamp 
o r  pay f o r  t h e  o i l  t o  be used i n  i t .  They f e l t  no 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  something given t o  them, not  
even t h e  maintenance of  i t .  I f  t h e r e  i s  t o o  nluch 
con t ro l  by t h e  missionary,  t h i s  a l s o  leads  t o  a 

lack of f a i t h - l i f e  and e v a n g e l i s t i c  zea l .  ? ' i f  
it was done f o r  us be fo re ,  why should we do it now." 

~ h u s  n a t i v e  p a s t o r s  and workers should a l s o  
be t r a i n e d  from t h e  s t a r t ,  They know t h e i r  people 

I 

i b e t t e r  and the  people are more w i l l i n g  t o  accept 
the  Good News from a b r o t h e r  than from a f o r e i g n e r .  
The object  of mission work i s  t a  save sou l s  and more 
can be reached t h i s  way. 

Is t h e  arrswer i r z  s e t t l i n g  i:ize polygamy problem 
ir; fo re ign  cultures an easy one? Eugene A ,  Nida 

I saya, s'NE9 doubt Ttke Siggesz pr~7hlmt which C h r i s t i a n  
missionaries have faced i n  d e a l i n g  with s o c i a l  prob- 
Terns of d i f f e r e n t  c e ~ ~ t u ~ e ~  i 6 ;  p o ? y g ~ : n y . ~  711f 1 m u s ~  
?-li'.ire only  one wife ,c '  s z y s  t l i e  x a t i v e ,  tvwknich one 
c ~ T  ,i?~jtn%d ,. I keep'!" \%at  abcc~t   he children? Often 
t r 3  en ria, t i ves  .=hmge t o  monogain>: , cazs iderab  l e  con- 
/ --ik-rnagt: , a d  -: ; .rosti tuti .on ocwr-_;. S t i l l  tlne Lord 

I c ~ y ? ~ ,  !'.$ b-js '20n pu:;$ be ~ : ; ~ ; - , ~ ~ l , - ~ r ~  
, . ..-.; _,, . ., , t h e  hiasbafid of  

I 2;.-rae sv.j-fev 2nd tXlc deacort:; *'%f:z~s:-.c-:m-,ds sf one ;v.ii?eff 
I an{] ?he widow " ' b ~ i n g  t h e  : p ~ l - E e  cf cgle manYt CaPsa 
I - .. 7-7 - -t 'llztt, 19 : 5- - o x  f lesfi) , i n e  ;r.clJiern (of polygan~y 

ni.iLyt be d e a l t  w i t t i  and '.,he c ~ r ;  i;,crst be condemned 
&is 31T0'14 9 e 

In South Aanericz t h e  rcot ~f 2& certain. p i a n t  
has the same e f f e c t  as addictsan, After cen- 
a-;;ries o f  use ,  how does one go abor~e - & e l % i ~ , g  the 
-e,i-sile to s t o p  12si;lg i t  ar;d tha t  t h i s  is a s i n ?  I s  

I : 2 

I , ,, eci5y t o  make ",:em m d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  bodies  
t;re to be "Temp?es of t h e  tioly GhosV9 [ P h i l ,  1 : 20, 

I 

I i Cor.  6:19]? 
Other a reas  i n  which methods of procedure are 

d i f f i c u l t  a r e  pre-marital sex {Matt, 19 :§) , I n f a n t -  
k i l l i n g ,  cannibalism (Ex, 20:13, Matt,  P9:18, Rom. 
43:9), and i d o l a t r y  (Acts 19:26) .  

However, no ma t t e r  what t h e  problems a r e  a t  
home o r  abroad, the  simple p l a i n  p i e r c i n g  Law (Gen. 
32: 10, Lev. 19 :2 )  and t h e  simple p l a i n  redeeming 
Gospel (John 3 :  Ph) must be t s u g h t .  One must nevel- 
3eglec-t e i t h e ~ ,  
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pecplc wilere t hey  do i i c h . "  P.c i 5 ricr b;, (- 3~ ,. L ,id4 G - 
with o r  does i ! ~ . t  unde r~ t3 l ld  tile spci?cifac l r n 1 1 x  L l  r t s  
needs cf rllc p e 0 - p ; ~ ~  fle 1msi ;,res:-rii d .. I. ttie Ti-.-,7T L 4 ~  L. of 

J. 

God iAL tkle,; ";ern5 He 3 ~ 5 2  ll:fiaet T:,.;i;: gjl t7je: 
l evz ; i .  Us,? CF-ang ECz, Shek as 51: e ~ ~ . : : , , " i 5  34; 5 

1 ;  j a .  I n  SoutZ: Anneri ca ti-iz S:,QY;,S ctf 1-kc 
Gocd i:~:al;;l.cr2 would y ~ o b a b l y  f l t  b r ? l  %I-ito t i i ~ i  u 
cuatt-?n,, 

;l.q~\';hrd~ ~ ; y ~ b i a - r  ~ * G L * ; C ~  ~.=QTIP i :  !,A.l+71i.,g t f .  iax- 

? : i 7- p ~ i ~  ;4:e3 t,-%:-. .:,l;;ur" on tc a 'crei42iL : 3 j  L-- ,- + ( "GI 1%. - .  n a l i ~ ~ t :  ;?e-r.!e s;:ot?ld nt3-t :>p fc-yt:ed :.g t,.,l-*, lfija-,~c, 
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resgeci' cf a hcl.y d r y ,  OT of t h e  3e.i;. w o n ,  cr' 3f 
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many people.  
Souverlii-s and d i sp lays  could a l so  be rna.de avail-- 

able t o  the people so t h a t  they iai? see how t h e  
natives i n  t h i s  mission l i v e  and work + 

The importance of ca r ry ing  the  Good News of  
God's sa lva t ion  f o r  l o s t  mankind i n t o  a l l  the world 

(Mark 16:15) should constantly be set  before the 
people in botli church and Synod publ icat ions .  
Through these publications rhe people should be 
:i~ade aware gf-. tiia f a c t  ihee -lnl.;.i 7 percent  o f  the 
- "r - -#% i , j l  ;a ~ o p u i a t i o r ,  balds i'ri!=te:zr3nt mtmbership, in 

r:i 

2cr .lppl.oxima~t-ly 1. + 369% ga(],!JGQ Ih,e harvi-5.t is 
in2eed g2:ea-c, 
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Tne s p i r i t u i i  l i f e  and s t r e n g t h  of  any church 
body is  r e f l e c t e d  by i t s  fo re ign  mission program. 

Pas tors  and Paymen a l i k e  nus t  always keep ln 
mind t h a t  the  f o r e i g n  missionary task  sf t h h e  C ~ L ~ T C ~ I  
is  cne of  desperate im~or tance .  T f  the  redemption 
of man zvdaits his f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t  znd IIis kirlgdcril, 
then t o  s u m s n  me2 t o  t h a t  f a i t h  i s  no sxalk n a t t e r :  
it is the p iv3ta l  a c t i v i t y  of  h i s t o r y ,  Indeed, i r  
i s  ;7csslb'2e t0 5a.r r h a t  i t  i s  t h e  wiiy hope cf am-- 
k i n d .  

b t . ii~n;en t:ssu.; alld ~ n p a  t%al f e led  G D F \ . ~ - ~ Z ; ~ I I ~ ~ ~ .  : J*; +:.I . , 

the 2:,angrii.cai f,az,k.,eran L-)vnod In n:z.s,<-~on ~'i l%i,:a~:: : 

mess sppo-r* t~ ,n i t ies  -2-r 11 i2fec.t .i ve mi3  LO^ wt:c; i.i; .:. *;: 

e-yer:-iari:ere , l ,n, r 'ur~ 391 we l 1. as zhe t.i-r.i?ari :i:id. ; 1 : . - 3 -  

urbtt~; zreas. 
(in o f t e n  overlooked missio-nary 504~ce is .:?r;ri : l. - 

able T O  each congregat ian;  a potentit11 force .qno.;e 
vitality i s  t o o  valuable  t o  be d i s s i p a t e d .  'ki.5 
tsen!lendous p o t e n t i a l  i s  !-,o be found among rhe c h i  ~ c l -  
ren and young people of  the local  cong rega t i on .  

Much has been written and s t a t e d  concerning 
C h r i s t i a n  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  yourh of  t h e  congre- 
ga t ion ,  and r i g h t l y  so ,  f o r  t h i s  i s  one of  the most 
important par ts  of  t h e  church 's  program. But what 
is  t h e  purpose of  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  To what use  s h a l l  
it be put?  Sha l l  we have only t o o l s ?  What a r e  
they  f o r ?  How may t h i s  v a s t  source of v i t a l i t y  
and energy be harnessed f o r  t h e  joyous work of t h e  
spreading  of  C h r i s t ' s  kingdon? There a r e  many 

I 

aspects  and cons idera t ions  involved i n  such ques- 
I t i o n s .  I t  would seem t o  be b e n e f i c i a l  and p r o f i -  
I t a b l e  t o  examine some of them i n  an endeavor t o  s e e  

more c l e a r l y  what might be poss ib l e  t o  do i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  

he may ask,Why s h o u l d  ch i ld ren  and youth be 
mobilized f o r  mission work?($ There a r e  s e v e r a l  
d i s t i n c t  advantages t h a t  t h e  ch i ld ren  and youth have 
over  t h e  o l d e r  members sf t h e  congregation so  f a r  as 

I mission endeavor i s  concesned. First  of a l l ,  as 
s ta ted  above, they ]lave so  muci~ mare t o  give i n  the  

i 

2 ', way of v i t a l i t y ,  enthusiasm, zeal, and o f t en ,  t ime,  
than do the r n a ~ o r i t y  sf t h e  adult..;. Another very 

5 irryortant c o n s i d e ~ a t i o n  i s  the  fact  t h a t  t he  young 
people a r e  ir, ths home every day, i n  d i r e c t  c o ~ t a c t  
wi th  many r e l a t i v e s  and p a r e ~ ~ t s  t h a t  are i n d i f f e r e n t  
t~ t h e  Gospel* As a resclt,  yol;ng people o f t en  have 
an u p p o r t u ~ i t y  t o  reach those  w i t h  the Gospel mes- 
sage who might n o t  u t h e r ~ i i s e  came i n  ccntact wi th  it. 
T' ' . n a s  nay n o t  slways be a s u c c e ~ s f u l  method, but S t  
(:el-tainiy was envisioraeci by orar 5"gaarioear when He 
sziid: "'For 1 am come t c  s e t  a rnsn a t  variance 
a'zains t h i s  f a t h e r ,  a ~ l d  t h e  daughter aga ins t  h e r  
mother, and the dauglrter-in- law against h e r  mother- 
i n -  law. And a man's foes will. be They of h i s  own 
Eno-hrseh~ld.~~ Matt. 10: 35-36. I n  o t h e r  words, J e sus  
i s  p o h t i n g  clut t h e  f requent  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  r e s u l t s  
among members o f  %he same family due t o  t h e  message 
o f  t h e  Gospel and i t s  e f f e c t  wi th in  t h e  family.  

Qne of  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  means of spreading  
the  Gospel of Chr i s t  to unchurched parents .+and a d u l t  
membzrs of the family i s  through those  young members 
of t h e  family with which t h e  church i s  p r i v i l e g e d  
xs work and teach  i n  t h e  Sunday school  and VRS 
program of t h e  congregat ion,  The church can o f t en  
succeed i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  ch i ld ren  and young people 
i n t o  t h e  hea r ing  of t h e  Word of  God when they  may 
be unable t o  do l ikewise  with t h e  o l d e r  ones. Why 
not  mzke good use of t h i s  f a c t ?  

The c h i l d r e n  and young people  o f  t he  congrega- 
L . - - ~ n  ; are extremely important  t o  the work of the  
- i t * ~ d o n ~  -- from ancther aspect. They a r e  t h e  f u t u r e  
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- i t * ~ d o n ~  -- from ancther aspect. They a r e  t h e  f u t u r e  



p a s t o r s ,  t eache r s  , evange1i . s - t~  and miss ionar ies  of 
t h e  church of  tomorrow. How f o o l i s h  it would be 
t o  overlook t h i s  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  growth o f  t h e  king- 
dom u n t i l  a nluch l e s s  opportune time than  now. 

These a r e  bu t  a  few of t h e  b a s i c  reasons why 
the  diiIaf-yer, and youth should be mobilized f o r  
misz:cri wcxk. There a r e ,  without  a doubt,  many 
c ~ r i i e r  scuni! reasons ,  but  it. seems q u i t e  obvious, af-  
t e r  a mi.ni~nurn of consideratio11 on our  p a r t ,  t h a t  
t hese  young people can be  a  very e f f e c t i v e  mission 
force ,  not  only t o  those  of  t h e i r  own age, b u t  a l s o  
t o  t h e l r  o l d e r  pa ren t s  and r e l a t i v e s .  This  b r ings  
us t o  t h e  next  l o g i c a l  cons ide ra t ion ,  and t h a t  is-  

How can ch i ld ren  and youth be mobi l i z e d  f o r  
mission work? A s  wi th  many o t h e r  a spec t s  of  t h e  -- 
xork of t h e  church it  i s  nbt  always i o s s i b l e  t o  give 
"cut and d r i ed f '  answers t o  t h i s  and o t h e r  ques t ions .  
One must o f t e n  confine himself t o  broad areas o f  
concern. I t  does seem, however, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many 
r e a l i s t i c  approaches t h a t  a  concerned congregat ion 
can u t i l i z e  i n  t h e  mobi l iza t ion  of  i t s  young people 
f o r  mi-ssion work. 

O f  primary importance i s  t h e  educat ional  pro- 
gram of  t h e  church f o r  i t s  young people.  I t  i s  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  p a s t o r ,  a s  t h e  shepherd of  h i s  
f l c c k ,  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  Work of God i s  a c t u a l l y  
r cach izg  each c h i l d  and youth i n  t h e  educat ional  pro-  
pram. He should i n s u r e  by every means p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
each t eache r  i s  p resen t ing  t h e  Gospel message i n  the 
most a t t r a c t i v e  manner. t o  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  I f  t h e  
ywung people themselves have been s o  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  
the f a i t h  t h a t  they  have a  personal ,  l i v i n g ,  v i t a l  
r c l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e i r  Saviour ,  t h e  problem o f  u t i l -  
i z i n g  t h i s  test imony becomes much l e s s  d i f f i c u l t .  
This, of  course ,  n e c e s s i t a t e s  wel l  q u a l i f i e d  and 
p . -epred  t eache r s  of  t h e  youth, not  simply those  
who f i l l  t h e  r equ i red  p o s i t i o n s .  I f  t h e  t eache r s  
tiiel!is2ives have an obvious personal  kn~wledge  and 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  C h r i s t  they  w i l l  d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  op- 
porrurLity t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  young members of  t h e  con- 
gregat ion  i n  t h e  Word of  God. This  i n s t r u c t i o n  must, " 
of course ,  be only through t h e  means o f  grace .  "So 

then f a i t h  eometh by hea r ing ,  and hea r ing  by t h e  Word 
of God,I1 Romans 90:17. 

Not only t h e  p a s t o r  and t h e  Sunday school  tea- 
chers  have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  proper  Chris  t i a n  
I n s t r u c t i o n ,  bu t  t h e  b e l i e v i n g  pa ren t s  s f  t h e  c h i l d -  
ren and youth of t h e  congregat ion have r e a l l y  t h e  
most innportant respons?.bil; Ly ;'f a1 1. By s e t t i n g  
the pyoper example of  true C h r i s t i a n  l i v i n g  i n  the  
I~c~rre, a~ad by c5al'ly d e v o t i o ~ s  2nd i n s t r u c t i o n  as a 
f:amily, t h e  Chritj-l-trz parenc contr ibutes  t o  h i s  
z F i l d ~ e v  t h a t  which feu o%he~. -  car!, namely, t h a t  of 
i stilling f a . i t h  ~r., Cod and i n  8:is Son Jesus Chr i s t .  

?.!uch can be actra~1plislied through the  izrwk of  -the 
c ~ n g r e g a t i o n a  !. y o ~ ~ ' c h  prograrlr, %fir:r: as our. 3;y:lod s 
';A, F-i7%quei?fXy :hie h e a r  if- S Z I ~ . ~  i d r ~  comisz2 f ~ s m  the  
v .'!::?.g people -ehcr:rsc Eves , c r  f - ~ c j r n  soneone speck ing  
iaj* rhe:n, ''If a cungregat-i c;n_ : ; i  i i n o t  p rov ide  t:niuse- 
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I a ~ d  - p a s ~ r , ~ x e  2t3-r i ? : ~  v~:~l i? j<  ;5 t2p le9  then  t hese  
- 

1 2 11 seek arid gzt t l - ~ ' i ~ ( ; ~  t:;i:l;~';: :: i ~ e ~ h c r e ,  very of t en  
;.t .LZ undeslreoble place  <:;;a' i - 7  i i i  unclesireable 
$'3;l\r ." Tile fact is, t iol~ever ,  t i a d t  t h e  church i s  n o t  
called. upon t o  l ; r o ~ ~ l d e  amuseme-~t: t h a t  i s  n o t  i t s  
bus iness ,  The church dare no$ neg lec t  i t s  young 
-people, nor  l e t  t h e n ]  f e e l  t h a t  i t  has f o r g o t t e n  
them o~ takes no i n t e r e s t  In t h m ,  no r  t h a t  it has  
fo rgo t t en  the  young people,  because they  aTe young, 
have c e r t a i n  wants t h a t  must be s a t i s f i e d .  A young 
pegplers group, however, may accomplish very l i t t l e  
t h a t  i s  of berneEL"Lo the church un le s s  it rece ives  
proper  guidance. A church youth o rgan iza t ion ,  
organized by permission of the church and doing i t s  
work under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and supervis ion  of  t h e  
church, ought t o  se rve  t h e  church by he lp ing  t o  do 
t h e  church9s  work. I f  it does not  s e rve  t h e  church 
a t  a l l ,  it has  no r i g h t  t o  ex i s t  as a  church or-  
ganiza t ion .  By he lp ing  our  youth groups t o  b e t t e r  
r e a l i z e  what t h e  prime and e s s e n t i a l  purpose of 
t h e i r  organiza t ion  ought t o  be ,  and i n  f a c t  i s ,  we 
w i l l  i n  t u r n  be mobil izing our  youth f o r  p o t e n t i a l  
mission work, as  wel l  as  he lp ing  them t o  l i v e  and 
t h r i v e  b e t t e r .  Ce r t a in  concessions have t o  be made, 

, of course,  t o  s o c i a l  and enter tainment  f e a t u r e s  f o r  
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young people,  but  t h e  church f e a t u r e  (and why no t  
t h e  mission aspec t?)  should be made prominent i n  t h e  
work of t h e  church ' s  youth o rgan iza t ion ,  

Many d i f f e r e n t  methods and types  of  mission work 
can be u t i l i z e d  q u i t e  success fu l ly  by z e r i ~ u s  minded 
and dedica ted  youth i n  t h e i r  t eens .  Missioi~ar)r 
canvassing of the local  a rea ;  v i s i t a t i o n  of  t h z  sick 
and shut - ins  ; follow-up v i s i t i n g  o f  bot.h S~rndav 
school and teenage prospects  ; t r a c t  d i s t r ~ b ~ i t i c ~  
(house t o  house]; trac; racks i n  pub l i c  p l x r s ;  
br ingi i ig  ch i ld ren  and o t h e r  young people t o  worship 
s e r v i c z s  ; personal  witness~nq f o r  Chris  t ; put  t i ~ l g  i.n 
window d i s p l a y s  i n  business areas t l i a t  t e i  1 clip ines-- 
sage of  the  Gospel; p u t t i n g  up highway mark--25. 
These and many o the r  t h i n g s  a-re nat:wsl f i z i  J:; uf 
mission erldeavor fsiz Cl -~r i s ta in  youth ,  

The Sunday scllool chi ldrer ,  a re  3 ~ ~ ; i ~ i y  t l m e s  the 
only means whereby t h e i r  pa ren t s  come i! i  c i ~ ~ t ~ . i :  
with the  church, That Sunday school lessca papex- 
t h a t  i s  c a r r i e d  by the  c h i l d  i n t o  t h e  hcae; t t a c  
Gospel song t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  learns and sil igs s o  s i l l - -  

c e r e l y ;  t h a t  Bible verse t h a t  is  me~norized and Litter 
r e c i t e d  t o  t h e i r  parents ,  may be t h e  d i v i n e l y  nppoin- 
t e d  means, i n  many casesp of p l a n t i n g  the  s e x !  u f  
t h e  Gospel. 

Some type  of  p lan  i n  a congregation t h a t  pro- 
v ides  f o r  an annual in te rv iew by t h e  p a s t o r  wi th  the  
youth on an ind iv idua l  b a s i s  i s  of  tremendous bene- 
f i t  i n  mission work. h l a t  b e t t e r  time than  t h i s ,  i n  
add i t ion  t o  t h e  many o t h e r  advantages of  such an 
in terv iew,  t o  do some ' ~ r e c r u i t i n g "  f o r  f u t u r e  p a s -  
t o r s ,  t eache r s ,  mi s s iona r i e s ,  and o t h e r  necessary  
l abore r s  f o r  Godv s vineyard.  We can never  h e a r  t o o  
o f t e n  t h e  words of  J e sus ,  ha rves t  t r u l y  i s  
g r e a t ,  bu t  t h e  l abore r s  are few: pray ye t h e r e f o r e  
t h e  Lord sf t h e  h a r v e s t ,  t h a t  he would send f o r t h  
l abore r s  i n t o  h i s  ha rves t  , s t  Luke 1 0 : 2 ,  

I t  i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  much more could be s a i d  
concerning t h i s  s u b j e c t  of mobil izing our  ch i ld ren  
and young people f o r  mission work. I t  i s  hoped t h a t  
t h e s e  few thoughts  may be of  va lue ,  and h e l p f u l  i n  
u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  g r e a t  mission fo rce  t h a t  i s  a l r eady  

-24- 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  US. 

Let us not  f o r g e t  t h e  words of  I s a i a h  a s  he en- 
v is ioned t h e  g lo r ious  kingdom of God and saw one of 
t h e  aspec ts  of t h a t  kingdom, which was- 

a  l i t t l e  c h i l d  s h a l l  l ead  them." 

Dale Chris  topherson 

"WHAT CHURCH MEMBERS SHOULD KNOW AND DO ABOUT THEIR 
CHURCH'S PUBLIC IMAGEw 

A C h r i s t i a n  congregation i s  no t  meeting i t s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  un le s s  it i s  ready t o  meet t h e  
community--to confront  t h e  community with t h e  Gos- 
p e l  of forg iveness  and l i f e  through t h e  s u b s t i t u -  
t i o n a r y  atonement of Jesus  C h r i s t ,  This i s  i t s  
message and mission. But can a  Chr i s t i an  congre- 
ga t ion  meet i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i f  it p resen t s  a  
poor image t o  t h e  community t o  which it is  t o  
min i s t e r?  

I n  t h e  s e c u l a r  world men a r e  judged by t h e i r  
appearance. I f  a  man looks success fu l  and a c t s  
success fu l ,  people w i l l  t h ink  he i s  s o ,  But t o  
appear success fu l  t akes  work. A man must pu t  f o r t h  
e f f o r t  t o  achieve success .  Wilson Mizner once 
s a i d ,  "The gent who wakes up and f i n d s  himself  a  
success h a s n ' t  been asleep. 'I  What he  means i s  t h a t  

I t o  be a  success an ind iv idua l  must put  f o r t h  a  con- 
s t a n t  e f f o r t  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  

A C h r i s t i a n  congregation must a l s o  p resen t  a  
p i c t u r e  of success i f  it i s  t o  have acceptance and 
p r e s t i g e  i n  t h e  community t o  which it m i n i s t e r s .  
I t  must have a  good p u b l i c  image. 

Many i s  t h e  congregation which i s  not  a s  e f -  
f e c t i v e  as it could be,  simply because it has never  
taken  t h e  time t o  analyze t h e  image it p resen t s  t o  
t h e  pub l i c .  Thus s e l f - a n a l y s i s  i s  necessary .  I t  is  
necessary t o  achieve hea l thy  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  
o t h e r  people.  
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h y  s i l f - a n a l y s i s  should answer two basic  
ques t ions :  1. What do we t h i n k  of ourselves? ,  
and 2 .  mat do o t h e r s  t h i n k  about us? In  ar~swcring 
these two questions one f i n d s  two solutions: the re  
are some th ings  t ha t  can be changed znd khere aye 
some t h i n g s  which ca.n not  be changed. 

Iikpnen o m  attempt$ t o  answer t h e  question 5s 
t o  what we t h ink  of  o u r s e l v e s ,  he f i n d s  thin!;:; :$!out 
which somet'mixig can be done, For exz~fiple: does 
the caag;*egation IB~-i.n%c ynougl~ of i t s e l f  and i t 5  

mission t h a t  st xants t o  lnaue a char& bb.r1il:3.i.rlg 
which i s  i n  good r e ~ a i r ,  xhose e x - t e ~ i o ~  (and i.rieca.- 
isBy) "& ~ " ' + ~ ~ ~ l - . g l t . t - ~ s ~ ~ ~ f ~ ?  Aye tkhe cfa;d-c'i-, 1 a y ~ j 3 5  tyil-l- 

med and kept  f r ee  2E Piteter? Do flower beds, i.i' 
there are :my, need t o  b e  weeded a.:d claanc,b? 3 -? 
anstqes-s -kc:, questiens suc:h as these a r e  raegaf:ivc, 
then c%"Lxers ape likely t t 2  dT2:u cenclizu;.cin -?hr;t 

cong-regatisn i s sior: 1,:21;cerne$ &:zbau", tts % c z Z g ~  ., 
L * an i.nsge : < C I ~ > >  give the pxc'iu-re (,J$ S E ~ L C ; \ ~  5 

axld f h e  genera l  p~bi:c: 1s n ~ f  l i k e l y  $5 b.;4 i_r,iy,c:.-.-.cii 
with tha t  church. 

; - Q ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ P J - ~  so~eghing can 3 ; ~  k i ; , : ~ ~  atig.i:t; ::l,i;~,? 
* " Phirrgs . !,yen %;"l.,cug$. t"i:._e ct3rrzTegation niay :-<;;.,t k:&: 

2 * 

",11yc;"d~ ~ ~ t j B ~ r ; ~ ~ ~  gpoups rcuch. nir i"h 
e x t e r n a l  image may be improved. 

But t h e  building, g~aurnds , etc, 33-e net tile 
anly  elrings wlaic'pz people look a t  tarlaell they judge a 
church. They a l so  take i n t o  csr*si.deratisn the  a t t i -  
tudes of  ilrdivick~al nrembers o f  t h e  church, e spec la i ly  
befare,  during,  and a f t e r  t h e  services - Do the  men- 
bers r ea l l y  par t ic ipa te  s ince re ly  %.an t h e i r  worship, 
o r  do they merely go thrsugh the  moticlrns of  idor- 
ship?  Are t h e  rnenlbers f r i e n d l y  t o  s t r angers  and 
g ree t  them, o r  do t h e y  igraore s t rangers  31- t r e a t  
them cold ly?  Here too ,  i t  only takes a l i t t l e  ef-  
f o r t  on the par t  sf every individual  t o  correct 
whatever i s  lacking i n  these  areas. 

Once a congregation has begun self-analysis ,  
they w i l l  f i n d  many areas i n  which they can improve 
t h e i r  image i n  the eyes of the publ ic .  We cannot 
go i n t o  a l l  of these items, but  we m i g h t  mention a 
few th ings  t o  which thought should be given. Such 

things as neatness and q u a l i t y  of p r in ted  mater- 
i a l s  used, not  only i n  the  worship se rv ice ,  but  
a l s o  i n  general educational  mater ia ls  and p u b l i c i t y ,  
i s  i.mportant . Competent ushers, organis t  ( s )  , s i n -  
g e r s ,  e t c . ,  a i c o  x3k.e f o r  lasti.~;:: impressions. 
Adequate time should be madc a.v2i 1 ab le  t o  the pas- 
tor so  t h a t  h i s  message r e r c i~ : e s  su f f i c i en t  pre- 
- . ,-, p . ~ r a t i o n .  A prcacl'er may nol- h e  an outstanding 
~:~,r r t .or ,  bu t  i f  h e  is w ? i i - - p r e ~ s r e ~ i ,  has a l o g i c a l ,  
r ! J  - C P C I ,  si licere, S c r l p t ~ l r a l  iery:ssiib.: t o  ,:resent, 
i x o p l e  wS!L f i l i d  h:i~ ~n.Le:_c.?i-;ng and w i l l  warit t o  
ticar him a g a i n ,  

When ci .ngrc-~at i i ,n t i . i j a : 3 c  1.. the  q=aestion 
~$:,X;a-t: ~ t k c  rs eba_i - $ :,, 3 c  - 1 n f t e n  i y 7  ccnfronted 
.i.-i :h th ings  b u t  ! I  - 1 1  2 , , change i t s  p o s i -  
i . i  .>!I. Mere such 1:1; i -19:: :I.: ,:a c~ r >*r  \;aticr: in Srou ts ,  
; 1  ; Ecnmtni.cal Movernrnl:, =-ocj  z l  iction i n  tile 
3 -  i t  and o"i!it.~ 7 2 1  ~ $ 2  i.3:,:1: , 1; c en t  a prob Iem 
- :j ;he C h r i s t i a n  cc~:grt z ; i 7  ;i:i, E y t  just  because 
L cor lgiegat l  on c a ~ r ~ o L  chailg(x i,: : , ; is i t ion on cey-  
r , jn subjects, o r  movemzcits d?er >rot mean t h a t  
icmething cannot be done ai;a:it i t ,  The congrega- 
4- - i*l or! can substitute s~liie othe?? plcgrain f o r  those 
whS.ch a re  objec t ionable .  F i ~ r  exrrnple , even though 
Scouts are unaccepiablc, L:~ther.an Pioneers a re  n o t .  
Even though a congregation cannot p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
the  Ecumenical Movement, i t  can be ecumenical by 
providing a  pub l i c  forum a t  which c o q e t e n t  speakers 
present  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  view on t h e  sub jec t .  This 
could be done with any sub jec t  from s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  
cllurch t a x  exemption, and pub l ic  v s .  parochia l  
education t o  open housing, f a i r  labor laws, and 
o the r s .  The people of  a community appreciate t h e  
opportunity to hear competent speakers on current  
t o p i c s .  They may not  always adopt the  speaker ' s  
point  of view, but  they appreciate food f o r  thought. 

Good relat ions wi th  a csri?~uraj.ty can be  b u i l t  
a r ~ u n d  a po l i cy  of a c c e ~ t i n g  rie1.y opportunity 

t h a t  a te 

~ r e s e i \ t s  i t  s e l f  t+c* ~ ' i d - . ~  * l ie  sc.mfi~~mity tha t  
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r ! J  - C P C I ,  si licere, S c r l p t ~ l r a l  iery:ssiib.: t o  ,:resent, 
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t u r e  p o l i t y .  There i s  nothing wrong with making 
your f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  as  a  p o l l i n g  p l ace ,  o r  
f o r  Red Cross c l a s s e s ,  C i v i l  Defense programs, 
and organiza t ions  of a  s i m i l a r  na tu re .  Members 
may ob jec t  t h a t  such a c t i v i t i e s  mess up t h e  bu i ld ing  
and cause unnecessary work. But su-rely the  ex t r a  
work i s  well  worth t h e  e x t r a  amount of good w i l l  
and esteem one g a i n s  through such a c t i v i t y ,  

A congregation ' s pub l i:.: image i s n o w  some- 
t h i n g  t h a t  "just happens ." It i s  sumethi12g t h a t  
is acqui red  hy tke congrega t i sn ,  711e congl-egati-on 
i t s e l f  determines whether this  image i s  good .;9r 

bad. 'If t h e  congregat ion i s  on i t s  toes i?. has 
nothing t o  f ea r  frcm pub1i.c s c r u t i n y ,  Indeed, i t  
w i l l  welcome searching  examination by t h e  unchur- 
ched, by member of o t h e r  ch~nrckes , anc? by mer-rbe3-s 
of t h e  congregation i t s e l f .  

P, Cqlristimi c - o n g ~ e g a t i s n  must confront  i t s  
community with the Gospel o f  Jesus  C h r i s t .  IX i s  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  bus iness  o f  each congregat ion con- 
t in .~~aPPy t o  i d e n t i f y  i t s e l f  with i t s  Lord, Jesus 
C h r i s t .  To do t h i s  i t  ought never t o  neg lec t  any 
avenue o f  communication wi th in  i t s  means I n  order  
t o  i d e n t i f y  i t s e l f  thus  i n  t h e  community. 

Roger W .  Falk 

"SHOULD NOT MANY O F  OUR RURAL 
CONGREGATIONS CONSOLIDATE?" 

This is  a ques t ion  t h a t  is  be ing  asked i n  our  
synod by many people today. Some say  yes we 
should;  o the r s  say  no. However you answer i t ,  t h e  
thought of  consol ida t ion  should b r i n g  a  few o t h e r  
ques t ions  t o  mind. 

Why conso l ida t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace?  What i s  
t h e  advantage i n  i t?  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  t h e r e  is  a  gen- 
e r a l  mission advantage t o  i t .  If we can consol i -  
d a t e  two, t h r e e ,  fou r ,  o r  even f i v e  of our  smal l  

congregations i n t o  one pa r i sh ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be more 
p a s t o r s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t a r t  new niission churches. 
To do mission work i s  the  on ly  command t h a t  Jesus  
gave H i s  fol lowers a f t e r  Ifis r e s u r r e c t i o n .  Ke 
said,"Go ye tl15refox-e and teach a l l  na t ions , "  
(Matt. 28: 193 . No cne can be saved wi thout  know- 
i n g  C h r i s t .  "Neitller i z  -i hezae s a l v a t i o n  it; any 
o:her, f o r  the re  is nc:, name under Heaven given 
z m n g  men whereby we ~ J ~ t s i  br: sa.zrcd," [Ac ts  4 : 1 2 ) .  
iTl t h  t h e  ma:iy f a  i::c h2;ntl LVL!. ~ieci-down re1 i gions 
tha t  we have i l k  t h i s  co~inl r y  tc ;day,  t h ~ r e  
is a r e a l  need f o r  Fure  G o s ~ e i  p i ~ a c h i j i g .  If by 
consol ida t ion ,  we can ico>ra a Jew pas to r s ,  they 
 hey w i l l  he  able t c  sta:.t  new ~~~lssjorr . . ;  and 
b r i n g  C h r i s t  t o  t l i ~ s ~  v:I-io need i!in s o  bad ly ,  But 
i f  people do r ; J t  kilc.rt Chri:;:, t i icy can only d i e  
c t e r r l a l ly  w i t h o u t  i!nL. 'T'rlcr.; is c e r t a i n l y  always 
a g r e a t  need i l n  tile n l k s s i i , ? t  f."iehd, 

There are a l so  many p~i,t~czl zdvantzges f o r  
t h e  congregat i  ans b~l io  do ci)ii::ol i d n t e .  Suppor- 
t i n g  a  Chr i s t i an  day sc;loc~l today i s  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  any church, especial ly  f o r  a small  congrega- 
t i o n  When congregat ions conso l ida t e ,  the  f a c i -  
l i t i e s  f o r  a CIn~ i s t i an  day school. w i l l  more 
e a s i l y  be provided f o r .  A l a r g e r  group w i l l  have 
more ch i ld ren  a t t end ing ,  they can b e t t e r  a f f o r d  
t o  pay a t eache r  o r  two, and they  can provide 
t h e  adequate b u i l d i n g  and f a c i l i t i e s  needed. 

Also, with a l a r g e r  group, b e t t e r  worship 
f a c i l i t i e s  should be a v a i l a b l e .  Many of our  
small  congregations have a  very  o ld  church b u i l -  
ding,  which cons tan t ly  needs r e p a i r ,  and is  ex- 
pensive t o  h e a t .  A good method of  ob ta in ing  new 
f a c i l i t i e s  i s  t o  conso l ida t e  and b u i l d .  Only one 
s e t  of u t i l i t i e s  need be  pa id  i n s t e a d  of t h r e e  
o r  fou r .  Only one parsonage would be needed. 
Money saved by a conso l ida t ion  can be used t o  
s t a r t  and suppor t  s i t y  churches which would 
s e r v e  many young f a m i l i e s  t h a t  have l e f t  r u r a l  
a r eas  and moved t o  t h e  c i t y .  

Another advantage of conso l ida t ion  t o  t h e  
churches involved would be b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  from 
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t h e  p a s t o r .  I f  p a s t o r  can conduct only one s e r -  
v i c e  on a  Sunday morning, i n s t e a d  of t h r e e ,  he 
w i l l  have more time f o r  Bible s tudy c l a s s e s  and 
Sunday school .  If  t h e  p a s t o r  a t t ends  on ly  one men's 
club o r  women's s o c i e t y  i n  a  week, he w i l l  have . . 
more time f o r  house c a l l s ,  sermon s tudy,  o r  xrsslon --. - 

work i n  t h e  a r e a .  Not only a r e  p a s t o r s  f reed  t o  
s t a r t  o t h e r  churches, bu t  the  p a s t o r  who renains  
has more time t o  serve t h e  members of the c ~ : n ~ , ~ l i - -  
da ted  group. 

When should a congrega t ion  consoliJare 2 4hzt .- - - 
C_D 

c r i t e r i a  f o r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  should be used?  Msny of - - -  
our mission diurcfies a r e  small, but %.hel. hk. i; r:o 
one t o  corlsolidate with.  Sc; s i z e  is nni- ~iii~ cri l j  
c r i t e r i o n .  Another import an? fact  crr is t,?ht; ~,:.:idi- 
t i o n  of t h e  a rea  i n  wl:ich the chclrch is ! oc i ? - r4 .  14 

r a p i d l y  growing a r m  gives tremendous 7;o-t er'. i a  l t~ 
even a small  church, But,  if t he  a r e a  i s  it.si31g 
popula t ion ,  some change i r i  the congrilgaiiorj 51xould 
then  be considered.  Another c r i t e r i o n  :.I, cc;;~:: i der  
i s  closeness t o  o t h e r  E . L . S .  churches. 11; 'iiany 

a r e a s ,  a number of E .  L.S. church grriups a r c  very 
c lose  toge the r .  Now, how c l o s e  is c lose  en~r;gi: 
f o r  a  consol ida t ion?  With our r ap id  means i.f auto 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  today, churches which are f i v e  , t e n ,  
f i f t e e n ,  o r  even twenty miles  a p a r t  could c o n s o l i -  
d a t e .  And t h e  c l o s e r  they  a r e ,  t h e  more they  
should conso l ida t e .  So then ,  t o  summarize t h e  c r i -  
t e r i a  f o r  a  conso l ida t ion :  I f  two o r  more congre- 
ga t ions  a r e  1. smal l ,  2 .  loca ted  i n  a populat ion-  
lo s ing  o r  small-gain a r e a ,  and 3 .  a r e  s i t u a t e d  
only f i v e  t o  twenty miles  away from each o t h e r ,  they  
should probably consol i d a t e .  

Wh has  t h i s  not  been done? Consolidat ion,  
which would give us the  advantages of more mission 
money and workers,  b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  educat ion 
and worship, and b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  from the p a s t o r ,  
has received much resis tal ;ce.  Why would people 
s t ~ o n g 1 : i  refuse to c:mso:id$te and i g ? n r e  the o b -  
vii.,.i:, :+t 1n.ta;pL " i : ~ - ~  a re  5,c / e y a !  y<~: ;~ ,%f i~  +ha ;  

Yo .- I _ - - / * 5 c.,k i t  G1.F .,;- -:&$> >r&G"y ;:e:;sp 
P "  1 

and 5;. no$: 53.~~;- L;  ;=.aji;i : s .  The ixijme: $3":: y k  

son given i s  loya l ty  t o  the o l d  church bu i ld ing .  
People do no t  want to leave t h e  church bu i ld ing  i n  
which they  have grown up, been bap t i zed ,  and per- 
haps even married. But w h a t  is a church? It is 
a rshysica.1, s t ~ ~ ~ c t u r a l .  buildi~g, o r  i s  i t  ?;he souls 
who believe i n  our Lord Jesus Chris t?  We must ad- 
m i t  t h a t  a congregat ion of believers is s t i l l  a 
church, even if they mee,t ic someone's garage * 
And we are a l l  members of the grearer invisib2.e 
church,  t h e  Body of Cfiris.t a Now j3cow can we b e s t  
c' r3- -.rye Christ, our S a i ~ i ~ r . '  

';-I' c;i.nging -f--J 2 wooden 
o r  b r i ck  str;,lc.ture, 0-y by 3ddin.i l;o rhe intaisi'is l e church i n  any way we 0 -t..s.- c3n a cl,kra7- -.&A. 11% ' t - it means givj.ng 
. ~ . p  our o l d  phys i ca l  church . i t-cw~lcture, l ~ u s t  'be hones t  with aurselves,  and w i t h  God, 2nd weigh t h e  
values.  W i l l  we s . t u b b ~ y n i y  and selfishly hold  on 
E G  2. buj. :].ding which is &?~.ayi.:?.g, o r  3, we i?-elp 

? .)." :i.:r even di,ffici;i,'c a.l..d sa.ci;i.;-l,i:n-ig w,ays t o  br ing  
Chyj,;kf2; ~ a ~ - j q ~  #Cil;d a% ;ii;2r-,-,7 ,..ei.:.l Y a5 ~e can ; t.:] c :yhi, are less fo.i.?:uiln.:o thr;; $j,:t; j:,.ccsuse +-!-GI- know 
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nor  C l ' , r i s t ,  Jesus te1l .s  ;isn :"";"-.--- ~ r ~ r ~ ~ k  Q e V @ y  ~i 1% come +3. -+- >.,ex Me. le?: ivjgj, d icy '$;i.~.~,2 ;f a ;;:if t s k e  up h i s  
.- & . g o  .; .; - i-:s 5 , afid 2 c 4 1 o2it XE , [$la y. ;~  ; ::; /$; 

Can ;\;.e r-a bslt  Y 7; ) & 5 -  -i- fu;21;;.5+, -. :;;;,: Z . & E . ~ ~  Z X ~ $  eve2 
r::;jn~l;a.~ded 3s 20 He s a i d  - - - - -  
- .  wuLi$d. fo l low 
!<in, we njust d s ry  ~ ~ r s ~ + ~ ~ e s .  i-~f: i-c.nrr. , d. I 1,arrded us t o  
go and teach 31% n a t i o n s .  How call we v&emently 
.r . .-dfldl~e g3 t o  corrso.Iiciate, :$&eri i t  means poor service  
to XIS from our uve~iitorkcd pas to r?  How can we cii:lg 
t o  a structure, which uses the money which could 
ire s t a r t i n g  new nissicjr~s? H Q X ~  can ~ g e  l e t  mr 
stubborn,  s e l f i s h  attitude t i e  up pastoral  man- 
power, which should be br ing ing  t h e  saving  Gospel 
news t o  the  darned of  t h e  world? 

Let us g ive  some se r ious ,  soul-searelling 
thought t o  consolidation! 

David J. Nelson 
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work i n  t h e  a r e a .  Not only a r e  p a s t o r s  f reed  t o  
s t a r t  o t h e r  churches, bu t  the  p a s t o r  who renains  
has more time t o  serve t h e  members of the c ~ : n ~ , ~ l i - -  
da ted  group. 

When should a congrega t ion  consoliJare 2 4hzt .- - - 
C_D 

c r i t e r i a  f o r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  should be used?  Msny of - - -  
our mission diurcfies a r e  small, but %.hel. hk. i; r:o 
one t o  corlsolidate with.  Sc; s i z e  is nni- ~iii~ cri l j  
c r i t e r i o n .  Another import an? fact  crr is t,?ht; ~,:.:idi- 
t i o n  of t h e  a rea  i n  wl:ich the chclrch is ! oc i ? - r4 .  14 

r a p i d l y  growing a r m  gives tremendous 7;o-t er'. i a  l t~ 
even a small  church, But,  if t he  a r e a  i s  it.si31g 
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vii.,.i:, :+t 1n.ta;pL " i : ~ - ~  a re  5,c / e y a !  y<~: ;~ ,%f i~  +ha ;  

Yo .- I _ - - / * 5 c.,k i t  G1.F .,;- -:&$> >r&G"y ;:e:;sp 
P "  1 

and 5;. no$: 53.~~;- L;  ;=.aji;i : s .  The ixijme: $3":: y k  

son given i s  loya l ty  t o  the o l d  church bu i ld ing .  
People do no t  want to leave t h e  church bu i ld ing  i n  
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m i t  t h a t  a congregat ion of believers is s t i l l  a 
church, even if they mee,t ic someone's garage * 
And we are a l l  members of the grearer invisib2.e 
church,  t h e  Body of Cfiris.t a Now j3cow can we b e s t  
c' r3- -.rye Christ, our S a i ~ i ~ r . '  

';-I' c;i.nging -f--J 2 wooden 
o r  b r i ck  str;,lc.ture, 0-y by 3ddin.i l;o rhe intaisi'is l e church i n  any way we 0 -t..s.- c3n a cl,kra7- -.&A. 11% ' t - it means givj.ng 
. ~ . p  our o l d  phys i ca l  church . i t-cw~lcture, l ~ u s t  'be hones t  with aurselves,  and w i t h  God, 2nd weigh t h e  
values.  W i l l  we s . t u b b ~ y n i y  and selfishly hold  on 
E G  2. buj. :].ding which is &?~.ayi.:?.g, o r  3, we i?-elp 

? .)." :i.:r even di,ffici;i,'c a.l..d sa.ci;i.;-l,i:n-ig w,ays t o  br ing  
Chyj,;kf2; ~ a ~ - j q ~  #Cil;d a% ;ii;2r-,-,7 ,..ei.:.l Y a5 ~e can ; t.:] c :yhi, are less fo.i.?:uiln.:o thr;; $j,:t; j:,.ccsuse +-!-GI- know 

LA,%,/ 

nor  C l ' , r i s t ,  Jesus te1l .s  ;isn :"";"-.--- ~ r ~ r ~ ~ k  Q e V @ y  ~i 1% come +3. -+- >.,ex Me. le?: ivjgj, d icy '$;i.~.~,2 ;f a ;;:if t s k e  up h i s  
.- & . g o  .; .; - i-:s 5 , afid 2 c 4 1 o2it XE , [$la y. ;~  ; ::; /$; 

Can ;\;.e r-a bslt  Y 7; ) & 5 -  -i- fu;21;;.5+, -. :;;;,: Z . & E . ~ ~  Z X ~ $  eve2 
r::;jn~l;a.~ded 3s 20 He s a i d  - - - - -  
- .  wuLi$d. fo l low 
!<in, we njust d s ry  ~ ~ r s ~ + ~ ~ e s .  i-~f: i-c.nrr. , d. I 1,arrded us t o  
go and teach 31% n a t i o n s .  How call we v&emently 
.r . .-dfldl~e g3 t o  corrso.Iiciate, :$&eri i t  means poor service  
to XIS from our uve~iitorkcd pas to r?  How can we cii:lg 
t o  a structure, which uses the money which could 
ire s t a r t i n g  new nissicjr~s? H Q X ~  can ~ g e  l e t  mr 
stubborn,  s e l f i s h  attitude t i e  up pastoral  man- 
power, which should be br ing ing  t h e  saving  Gospel 
news t o  the  darned of  t h e  world? 

Let us g ive  some se r ious ,  soul-searelling 
thought t o  consolidation! 

David J. Nelson 



"ABSOLUTION" - I N  THE SCRIPTURES AND THE 
LUTHERAN CONFESS IONS 

In  h i s  l a r g e  Catechism D r .  Martin Luther says ,  
"We f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Church 
we have forg iveness  of  s i n ,  which i s  wrought 
through t h e  holy Sacraments and Absolution, more- 
over through a l l  manner of  consolatory promises 
o f  t h e  e n t i r e  Gospel ." (111, p .  693) This i s  
what t h e  orthodox church has always h e l d .  But 
because men have f a i l e d  t o  apprec ia t e  t h a t  abso- 
l u t i o n  i s  Gospel i n  t h e  p u r e s t  form, because they 
have a l s o  pe rve r t ed  t h i s  doc t r ine ,  no l i t t l e  m i s -  
understanding as  we l l  as controversy has r i s e n  
over t h e  ma t t e r .  I t  i s  only t h e  evange l i ca l  church 
which dares  be l i eve  i n  and p r a c t i s e  a  f r e e  and 
uncondi t ional  absolu t ion;  she  does s o  because she ,  
by t h e  grace of  God, has learned t o  know and appre- 
c i a t e  what t h e  Gospel i s ,  which Gospel she  i s  most 
anxious t o  preserve  pure and unadul te ra ted .  

A d e f i n i t i o n  of Absolution might read as  
fo l lows,  "the a c t  of  loosening o r  s e t t i n g  f r e e ,  
t h e  remission of s i n s  and of t h e  penal ty  of s i n . "  
(Con. Cycl. p.1) O f  course,  it i s  understood 
t h a t  t h i s  pardon i s  f o r  t h e  sake of  t h e  mer i t s  of  
C h r i s t .  Before demonstrating t h a t  t h i s  i s  what 
t h e  Evangel ical  Lutheran church teaches ,  we s h a l l  
b r i e f l y  examine t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  themselves, upon 
which t h e  Confessions of s a i d  church a r e  based, t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  our  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  c o r r e c t .  

A .  In  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  -- 
When t h e  s i n f u l  woman anointed J e s u s '  f e e t ,  He 

i n  very d i r e c t  language t o l d  h e r ,  "Thy s i n s  a r e  
forgiven.! '  (Luke 7:48) The p a r a l y t i c  was t o l d  t h e  
same th ing ,  "Son, be of  good cheer;  t hy  s i n s  be 
forg iven  thee . "  (Matt. 9:2) In  t h i s  l a t t e r  i n s t ance  
Je sus  with a  word a l s o  hea led  t h e  one t o  whom t h a t  

happy announcement had been made, as  evidence t h a t  
His word of absolu t ion  was an e f f i c a c i o u s  word. 
I f  we regard  t h e  account o f  the  adul te rous  woman 
i n  John 8 as be ing  ca-nonical, we ge t  another  p i c -  
t u r e  of absolu t ion  --  namely, as not  condemning. 
The Sav io r ' s  word br ings  t h i s  aspec t  out  very 
cl.early, "Neither do 1: condemn thee;  go, and s i n  
no moree1' (.Johra 8: 1.1) 

Lest one shsuid  csncXa~de ?-.hat on ly  Jesus 
could do such fo~giiij.:;g oi; absci ivi~lg,  we m i s t  hear 
i;r  mind h o ~  He ins. t ;~ucted f-his f i r s t  d i s c i p l e s  on 
4" >" - L:,ls ma, t t e r ,  "Recel.~e ye the Hniy  Ghost: Whose 
soever  sins ye remit, t h e y  are r emi t t ed  u n t o  them; 
2nd whose sce,liee s i n s  ye r e t a i n ,  t hey  are re ta ined  
" T i.J3i-m :20:22f) .4!50 a Gliristj.an c m g r e g a t i o n  has 

z ~ . t ' ! ~ ~ i . t y  - t ~ :  abs01::e, to pyonounce one n o t  
gcilty, f o r  Jes11.s af such an a c t i o n  i n  H i s  name 
.has rhis l o  say 3:ia . H i s  I' ful lnwc:rs ,  "lfhatsoever ye 

Isifid or; e a r t h  sna,: i l  be :?~?s;ld in. heaven: and 
wl~atsoever ye s h a l l  loose  on ear th  s h a l l  be  loosed 
in heaven," (Matt, 18:18) 

That the e a r l y  church understood abso lu t ion  
t o  h e  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  forg iveness ,  o r  a c q u i t t a l ,  
and t h a t  it had i t s  o r i g i n  i n  C h r i s t ,  i s  brought 
out i n  the  i!postle Paul 's  word t o  the  Corin- 
th ians ,  "And a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  of God, who ha th  
reconci led  unto  us  himself by Jesus C h r i s t ,  and 
ha th  given t o  us the  minis t ry  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ;  
To w i t ,  t h a t  Gad was i n  C h r i s t ,  r econc i l l  ng t h e  
world unto himself, not  imputing t h e i r  t r e s -  
passes  unto them; and ha th  committed unto us 
t h e  word of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  Now then we a r e  arn- 
bassadors  f o r  C h r i s t ,  as though God d i d  beseech 
you by us :  we pray you i n  Christ's s t e a d ,  be 
ye reconci led  t o  God." (I1 Cor. 5:18-20) 

From these  passages it  i s  c l e a r  q t t h a t  abso- 
l u t i o n  i s  no t  merely a  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  t h e  grace 
of God i n  Chr i s t  J e s u s ,  bu t  an a c t u a l  impart ing 
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of t h e  remission of s i n s  t o  a l l  t hose  who repent  
of t h e i r  s i n s  and b e l i e v e  t h e  Gospel. I t  i s  not  
only t h e  promise of  t h e  forgiveness of s i n s ,  bu t  i t  
i s  t h e  voice of t h e  reconci led  God a c t u a l l y  g iv ing  
assurance of t h e  s t a t e  of j u s t i f i . ca t ion  through 
t h e  mer i t s  of  Jesus  Chr i s t  ." (Con. Cycl. p. I f )  
I n  b r i e f ,  absolu t ion  i s  t h e  Gospel i n  i t s  b r i e f e s t ,  
most csnlpact form. 

However, t h e  p i c t u r e  would i i o t  'L.6 c c ? ~ p l e t e  
i f  we were t o  i gno re  t h e  m n y  exprei;sions of  t h e  
Old Testament which very s t r i k i n g l y  b r i n g  d u t  l i ~ ;  
dec l a ra to ry  and completely forgi1;ing na tu re  cf 
a b s o l u t i m .  The p e n i t e n t  D~.vid is b y  t h c  p r o i : h ~ ?  
Nathan t o l d ,  "Tht, Lord d l s o  ha th  pu t  3way t h y  i;l !I; 

thou stralt not  t i i e . "  (11 Sam. 42:  13b; !ad a s  prorjF 
of  t h e  t r u t h  of  .Fjath3nvs W O ~ ~ S ,  Dav id  d i d  RO! die, 
as  he should have, i n  v l e ~  of  t h e  j u d g ~ ~ e n t  !,e F,;d 
spoken over t h e  of fender  i n  Nathan's [;ry2b l e . 
Again, i n ?  the 521i:J "salm we i ~ e a r  t h e  s~;:~te LavxG 
confess ,  "I s a id ,  1 .$ill confess n!y transgl-essions 
unto  t h e  Lord; and thou forgavest t h e  i n i q u i t y  of  
my s i n . 9 f  (vs.  5) 

The Old Testament expressions of  absolu t ion  
o r  forg iveness  a r e  s o  pic turesque  and se l f  -explana- 
t o r y  t h a t  no one can f a i l  t o  s e e  t h a t  absolu t ion  i s  
no t  j u s t  a  pious wish, but  an announcement that  s i n  
is  put  away, a  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  one i s  f r e e  from I 

a l l  g u i l t ,  a  pronounceBent t h a t  t h e  one t o  whom the 
words o f  absolu t ion  a r e  addressed i s  regarded as  

I 

f r e e ,  a s  not  g u i l t y .  For example t h e  Lord through 
H i s  ho ly  w r i t e r  t e l l s  H i s  hea re r s  of o ld ,  t h a t  
t h e i r  "warfare i s  a c ~ o m p l i s h e d ~ ~ ,  t h e i r  " i n i q u i t y  , 

pardoned", f o r  they had rece ived  "double f o r  a l l "  
t h e i r  s i n s  "of the  Lord's hand." ( I s a .  4 0 2 )  A t  
o t h e r  t imes t h e  Lord says t h a t  He b l o t s  out  menf s 
t r a n s g r e s s i o n s ,  ( I s a .  43 :25) ,  t h a t  He w i l l  abun- 
dant l y  pardon t h e i r  unrighteousness ( I s a .  55 : 7) , 
t h a t  He w i l l  remember t h e i r  s i n s  no more (Jer.  31: 
34b) , r a t h e r ,  w i l l  make them "white as  snown 

( I s a .  1: 181, t h a t  H e  removes t r ansg res s ions  as  f a r  
away as t h e  e a s t  i s  fro111 the west (Psalm 103:12), 
and c a s t s  them behind H i s  back .  ( I s a .  38:  17) 
He can do t ha t  because He l a i d  on our  ( t h e  God-man) 
S u b s t i t u t e  and Savior ,  " the i n i q u i t y  of  us a l l . "  
(Psa. 5336) 

In  view o f  suck and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  dec lara-  
t i o n s  it i s  easy t o  see why t h e  Reformers should 
speak of Absolution as rhev do i n  che Lutheran 
Symbols, which we s h a l l  examine nex t .  

B .  I n  The Lut'fmeran Confessions. - - --- ----- 

The Augustana, very n ~ j c h  l i k e  I-rnt.h.~r i n  h i s  
Catechism, s a y s ,  "Now r p p e ~ l t a n c s  csns i s t s  proper ly  
of  t hese  two par t s :  One i s  c t s l ~ t r i t i o n ,  t h a t  i s ,  
t e r r o r s  smi t ing  t h e  ccl~sei=ncz t k ~ o i i g h  t h e  
knowledge sf s i n ;  t h e  o ther  is f c i t h ,  which i s  
born of t he  Gospel, o r  of absc ln f i cn ,  and b e l i e v e s  
t h a t ,  f o r  Ghrist9s sake, siss a r c  forg iven ,  com- 
f o r t s  the  conscience,  and d e l i v e r s  it frsr~ t e r r o r s  ." 
(XII, p .  49) And the  Ap~?o:;y mpkes s o  much of  
Absolution t h a t  it i s  ready t o  c l a s s i f y  i t  a s  a 
Sacrament. N o r  can we fend ar.y f a u l t  w i i i a  what 
it has t o  say  on t h i s  poir?t ,  ";f we c a l l  Sacra- 
ments r i t e s  which have the con11ira1~6 o f  God, arnri 
t o  which t h e  promise of grac.9 has been arided, 
it i s  easy t o  decide what are p r c y t d y  Sacra- 
ments. . .Therefore Raptj.s~l, t h e  i,.?:CTs Supper ,  

-0. --- 
and r2bsolution, wl~??%~-?<~'?hs S a c ; ? i i c ~ t  of repen- 
tance ,  a r e  t r u l y  Sacraments. For these r i t e s  
have Godf s command and t h e  prondse o f  grace,  
which i s  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  N e w  Testament." 
( I I I . I V ,  p .  309) A l i t t l e  l a t e r  we read ,  
"But with r e spec t  t o  t ime, c e r t a i n l y  most men 
i n  our churches use t h e  Sacraments, abso lu t ion  
and t h e  Lord's Supper, f r equen t ly  i n  a y e a r . f t  
( X I ,  60, p. 249) 



of t h e  remission of s i n s  t o  a l l  t hose  who repent  
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Who has t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  dispense t h i s  kind 
o f  t r e a s u r e ?  Melanchthon wrote,  'Theref  ore  
t h e  bishop has t h e  power of t h e  o lde r ,  i . e . ,  t h e  
min i s t ry  of t h e  Word and Sacraments; he has a l s o  
t h e  power of j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  i . e . ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
excommunicate those  g u i l t y  of open cr imes,  and 
again  t o  absolve them i f  they  a r e  converted and 
seek a b s o l u t i ~ n . ~ ~  (Apol. XXVIII ( X I V )  13, y .  447) 
Luther expressed i t  perhaps even more fo rce f t l l l y  
i n  h i s  Smalcald A r t i c l e s ,  T h e  Gospel assigns t o  
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those  who pres ide  over churches t h e  conn~anc' t o  
teach  t h e  Gospel, t o  remit  s i n s ,  t o  administer  the  > 

Sacraments, and bes ides  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  namely, the  
command t o  excomunica te  those  who crimes are 
known, and again  t o  absolve those who repent  ." 
(S .A .  60,  p .  521) "In case of necess i ty  even a 
layman absolves,  and becomes m i n i s t e r  a116 p a s t o r  
of another ."  (Trac ta tus ,  6 7 ,  p ,  52-31 

When s t a t i n g  t ha t  the  ministers  of the  Ctiurcil 
have the  r i g h t  and o b l i g a t i o n  t o  absolve the  
p e n i t e n t ,  t h e  Confessions c a r e f u l l y  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  
such min i s t e r s  should not  f o r g e t  how t o  proceed 
when confe r r ing  absolu t ion  on someone, "Therefare 
min i s t e r s  i n  t h e  Church have t h e  command t o  remit  
s i n ;  they have not  t h e  command t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
s e c r e t  s i n s .  And indeed, they  absolve from those  
t h a t  we do n o t  remember; f o r  which reason abso lu t ion ,  
which i s  t h e  voice  of t h e  Gospel r e m i t t i n g  s i n  and 
consol ing consciences, does not  r e q u i r e  j u d i c i a l  
examination." (ApoP. V I ,  8 >  p, 283 )  

Tnese words a l s o  b r i n g  out  why t h e  Confessions 
have s o  much t o  say about t h e  importance of f a i t h  
i n  connection with abso lu t ion .  The Apology says ,  
"... We do no t  s e e  what b e n e f i t  confession i s  
without  abso lu t ion . .  . absolu t ion  i s  not  rece ived  
except by f a i t h .  'That absolu t ion  i s  not  rece ived  
except by f a i t h  can be proved from Paul,  who 
t eaches ,  Rom. 4:16, t h a t  t h e  promise cannot be 
rece ived  except by f a i t h .  But absolu t ion  i s  t h e  
promise of t h e  remission of  s i n s .  Therefore i t  

necessarily requires f a i t h .  ' t  ((npol, X I 1  (V] , 
Slf, p .  269) Again we a r e  t o l d  why we must not  
f a i l  t o  use it i n  f a i t h ,  'v!4bsal.wtion ~Llghe to 
17e received by faith, i n  urcicr tha t  i t  may cheer  

t e r r i f i e d  cons cienee.  fi (j jpol,  117, 150, p, 199) 
FIGW fervent  this f a i t h  should Sc we a l s o  see i n  
rhe A p ~ i o g y ,  which says, f 'Wherefo~e -the vcice of 
"he one abso lv i zg  musr be bel.ieved n o t  cth.e~wLse 
L' ~ n a n  we would believe a voice f ~ o m  heaven." 
~';;II jlB), J Q ~ ,  T-+, 2611 ~ ~ ~ t j . ~  -> a f t e r  g p ~ t l z g  t h e  

;a'0-:-,?< Q-. Gf the L:>rdjs , i ; i~per  i.iieia.nc{-kthon says ,  
.- . 

f $I;<:, :<.us ;a;rh i:i concc- i red .;;yengthened throue%h 
, :Lh:-~iutiag,  . : ~ i - y ~ ~ g . ~  - cf t h e  ~~~~~~~y 

?hrour;h tile use: qf t h e  s , i ~ ; ~ y 3 . ~ ~ - g t s  qo t h a . t  it u2.y 3 - 
.; 02; uc c;,;& \,.jf-: -j,. jl d: 2 .r y -1~  Q 2- jL : _"L; i ~ j  c:hk .;:l\z t 5 -3:"~rS 

,. . .- x.; 

-2 ;i; 5 .!- 2z c! $5: 3 , f {' ;?,;-: (2 1- :< j. t: :j j ,{:- 22 a 2 a c: .5 3 -\ 
.. > < .  - a 

'7'1. .$L, * L  > d L ,  ..*cs c2:t i d , , ; !  :.+i ?.t: i,:! ".: :.,;-. ; .,.., ,> . --r.'..- ! . : , . j ; - : lL  Jr- ;:\-y-2 : \ ~ ~ ~ ~  

9, , ;; ., ;.;& .- & ;%t :j. ;: j c; 2:;; 1- .. " 
r::g~jj;~:~.~*i{j. :le!.2~.i', we bcl:;~?.t.e 

:,u& ;&solzlt2-n, 3 . c ~  skouLii . P ~ ? J P - J * ~ ~  , -.,. < it as siire 
?$at, ... when we believe t h e  word of absclution, 

. - :$re aye as t yu !  y y e c ~ n c l  Jeci a: #:od a s  t h t ~ c y h  we 
i~;~il heard  3 voLce i ' m m  ficalipri, 15 :;re L4puiogy 
~ x p i a i n s   his a r t i c i e . ' ?  ( '  :.,b., XI, 3 8 ,  p .  LO753 
How similar t o  what L u t h e r  says in his catechism 
under Confession,  He a l s o  says, "For t h i s  reason 
I have a h igh  regard f o r  privare confession,  f o r  
h e r e  God's Word and absolu t ion  are spoken p r i -  
v a t e l y  and i n d i v i d u a l l y  t o  each b e l i e v e r  f o r  the 
forg iveness  of h i s  s i n s ,  and as o f t en  as  he  
d e s i r e s  it he may have recourse  t o  it f o r  t h i s  
forg iveness ,  and a l s o  f o r  comfort, counsel ,  and 
guidance." (L.W. Vol. 37, p .  368) 
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And again " . . .  So do not  despise any abso lu t ion  
t h a t  God sets  up, whether public or p r i v a t e ;  the 
nore you have of God's Word t.he b e t t e r  it is," 

,* m. ( L a % ,  V o l e  3 6 ,  p. 2 5 8 )  And i n  the  .?iigsS:irg Con- 
fiesiioll %@ ,read, f l b d  the  gloss  adrfiits t h a t  Ccri- 
, c 

- - 
gession is of hunan r i g h t  on ly .  :%ieverthe:l,ess oc 
a c ~ ~ u 1 i . t  *;he greaj; b e n e f i t  of a b s o ; ~ * t i c n ,  aiid 

. .> 
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n o t  i n  f a i t h  accept  t h e  pardon pronounced over  
him, he was no t  fo rg iven ,  even i f  an angel  from 
heaven had spoken t h e  word of  abso lu t ion .  So 
t h e r e  was no danger t h a t  t h e  unworthy and impeni- 
t e n t  would be fo rg iven  i n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  impeni- 
t e n c e .  Of course ,  it is not  amiss t o  say t h a t  
those who had t h e i r  misgivings about t h e  absolu- 
t i o n  had an e n t i r e l y  wrong concept of the Gospel,  
They had l o s t  s i g h t  of the d e c l n r a t c r y  na tu re  of 
the  same and were a t tempt ing  t o  cond i t i on  i t  un 
an a c t  o r  a cond i t i on  of  man. But when t h a t  h a p -  
pens, the  Gospel i s  being des t royed .  f o r  i t  i s  
i t s  very n a t u r e  t o  be f ree  and uncoxdi t ioned,  r D  

be an announcement of  a c q u i t x a l  frc31 God, t n  
make ;lo demands on anyone. The word cP absoi i~t i .c~L 
i s  always t rue  a ~ d  v a l i d ,  but  will be o f  no  
b e n e f i t  t s  one i f  116 does riot i n  fait?: azccp? zt 
-- s ince ,  as t h e  Confessior~s say !!, , ,zjsl;liitj ) i :  

i s  not  received except  by f a l eh . "  1 .  X I  I, {V> . 
61, p .  269) 

I t  shouid  no t  be necessary f o r  71s t~ x r g ~  
people t o  make m e  of a b s o l u t i o n .  If vie p ~ e a c h  
the U I L C  o n e  Gospel, r f  we make "very ?ernmi? 
ho ld  f o r t h  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  in cap i t a l  I e t t z r s ,  
t h a t  for C h r i s t ' s  sake God has forg iven  a l l  ou r  
s i n s ,  i f  we preach abso lu t ion  i n t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  
people  will l i s t e n ,  and believe, and persevere, 
and f i n a l l y  be saved.  

P r o f .  M.H. O t to  

AN "EXPENSIVE" BOOK 

CNanbeck , Philip A .  When God Speaks. Minneapolis : 
--*--- ---, ..-- .--- 

Hugsburg Publ..ishi.ng House, 1.966, 126 pp. , $1.56 

E v e r y  once ir? a :~h-i-l.e i i ~ j  r e ad ing  i 500k ?or 
p s i e $ : ,  -tilts reviewer is t::zmy;.te-?- .to walldey :<la~-~e~~ 
, - .  ,+% J.:.:cI. j-17: reac-tq<,.rLs 4 . t ~  : - t -  T h i s  is si-lch a bc;ok , . . 9 -L - 5 

?";"-, -.... cl 1, +. mai-iy bocks hzve a p p ~ ~ a r e d  w'hict.1 have s a i d  
j- I-, g. ame -2 !-- -: .- L L .A ,i ;.rrgs ., whi.cl-: t:t!i.s boc:.:;;: has sai .d ,  fine 
f.,-,n.p , ..j- . * - - : T . ~ s  j ~ j ~ ; ~ f _ i ~ ; ? t j . ~ n : r i  f n y  
7- 2 J f , L c - i r e ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ S r 1 i ,  . ;.,-I- 3"; Le.r_ist j3; .;:::a~i: ~ - f  f - , ~ " ' ;  

-, G.? Ld.9g 
- i.d:i-t.ilerans - tc crys.tc?:i.ize -ir'rxeir -t-.'i-linking a ~ . d  to 
react  either i 3 r ~ -  fi.p ~.QT; -?G i.t, 3-pr- :-.cmsiije-pa,?>.?.e, 

f p  -t:qe nli;.dcyn ziek'2c:.: ;~,v;-.::!-lel:t- of: <:he I,-~the-pan 
7 .' ,. : Li 7 -s c -, 

. - ,  -.- ....- ij.2 - t h e  ?js,fi the ELS, ilia>- :seem o u t  of s t e p .  
When cjther sync.& b a v  rushed  to merge or are - - 
%?. . ,A:l.i;.lng , .. !, i n t s  ne~g  ~fiercrers _ - t h e  ELS has s t c o d  as ide 

5 .+ 

and c a l l e d  f o r  thorougll doct r i r la l  d i scuss ions .  
When othkrs have spoken of a. theological col~sens-us 
e x i s t i n g  anlong Lu-the~la~zs ,  t h e  ELS h a s  asked t h a t  
t h i s  consensus, i f  it exists, should be revea led  
1 - i ~  t ho ro~ lgh  d o c t r i n a l  discussic;ns .  O f  coupse, 
s i n c e  t h e  ELS bel.ongs t o  t h a t  5% of American 
Lutheranism which i s  n o t  involved in t h e  r e c e n t  

I if merger d i scuss ions ,  i t s  t h e o l o g i c a l  approach t o  
Lutheran unity has Seen ignored ,  

; a 
Because of i t s  p o s i t i o n  s e v e r a l  uncomplimen- 

tary names have been app l i ed  t o  t h e  ELS: behind 
t h e  t ime,  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  arrogance of  or tho-  
doxy, a soc io logica l .  remnant of a t h e o l o g i c a l l y  
by-gone agc, a ~ e n m a n t  of s tone  age theology,  a 
carry--over f ~ o r c  t h e  day-s when every synod repre-  
s en ted  a n a t i o n a l i t y  grouping, e t c .  O f  course ,  
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t h e  response t o  such names could be t h e  c h i l d r e ~ ~ s  
b 

l i t t l e  ve r se :  "S t icks  and s tones  may h u r t  my 
bones,  bu t  words w i l l  never  h u r t  me," That verse 
may be t r u e  and comforting f o r  t hose  being assaulted 
verbally, bu t  it could also be a r e t r e a t  i n t o  an 
obscurantism of  one kind o r  another  which will not 
h e l p  t h e  p re sen t  t h e o l o g i c a l  situation. 

Rather it would be much b e t t e r '  t c .  j u s t i f y  t h e  . . ex l s r ence  of the  ELS a s  a d i s t i n c t  t h e o l o g i c a l  
grouping, in which C h r i s t i a n  cmgregat  ions hzve 
banded themselves t o g e t h e r  on a d e f i n i t e  and posi- 
t i v e  t:.ieological p l a t fo r~~r l ,  dx>mn fr.om t h e  i>?blti, 
t h e  inspired and i n e r r a n t  Wcrd of God. Czr t a in ly  
D r ,  Quanbecic i s  book w i l l  help here .is a n i i ga t i v l  
example of what t h e  ELS does no t  a t z n d  for. Pe,r>- 
haps because D r .  Quaribeck r e p r e s e n t s  much c-:F whiz-~ 
is ? ? n a W ~ ~  - i n  Lutheran t h e o l o g j ~  t oday ,  the E i S  
should again begin using 2 name rhai-r .xas apr'i"~c; A X' - -&. 

to the ccn fes s i cna l  Lutherans of one hundred years 
ago,  t h e  "Old Lutheransy?, and wear t ba t  re:;pp.lied 
t i t l e  wi th  joy and fortitude. 

It certainly was not N o ~ i e g i a n  ul t ional is i l :  
which caused t h e  ELS,  then  t h e  Ns~wegian Synod, 
t o  c o l ~ t i n u e  a s e p a r a t e  ex i s t ence  i n  1918.  A muci; 
b e t t e r  case could be made t o  pr.ove t h a t  the merger 
of  r h e  var ious  Lutheran groups of Norwegian hack-  
ground i c t o  t h e  Norwegian Lutheran Church of  Amer- 
i c a ,  l a t e r  t h e  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church, was a 
product of Norwegian c u l t u r a l  na t iona l i sm.  The 
remnant of  t h e  o l d  Norwegian Synod which cont inued 
i t s  ex i s t ence  a s  t h e  reorganized  Norwegian Synod, 
t h e  ELS of  today ,  d i d  s o  f o r  t h e o l o g i c a l  reasofis. 

The f a t h e r s  of t h e  ELS were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
p re se rv ing  t h e  - s o l a  g r a t i a  of  Lutheranism. The 
compromise of  Opgjbr could not  s a t i s @  them, f o r  
it placed  t h e  t r u e  Lutheran d o c t r i n e  on a p a r  
wi th  a d o c t r i n a l  p o s i t i o n  which opened the  way 
t o  synergism. They were n o t  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  

arguments t h a t  c e r t a i n  of t h e  o l d  Lutheran dogma- 
t i c i a r i s  used an i n t u i t u  E ide i  approach t o  e l e c -  --- 
t i o n .  The fathers knew t l i e i r  theol-ogy, and they  
knew t h a t  t h l s  was t r u e .  Bur t:hey a l s o  knew t h a t  
t h e s e  ol.der dogmaricians were very 
c a r e f u l  t o  place t h i s  i.ntu2t-u f i d e i  approach ---- 
wi th in  the fpamewor~ cf s o l a  gratia, B u t  t h e  -- 
Fathers were also dware of cu:trenc theological 
s i t u a ~ i o n  c f  t h e i r  ddy, s o  t!iat a significa~t 
nurnb$r of those w f t h  w h c m  (:he> were to merge i n t o  
?-he new chuli.ch body k?en.e ~ ~ r 3 t  &Oi~t: "0 inter 'pylet  
; ntLii+-. Lik f i d e i  In  he. l i g h t  of so l a  g ra t i a :  t h e  ---- -- ---- -*-.--- 

Methodis- t i .~--r?evival is t  Lc grc.l_aa acd t h e  s y n e ~ g i s t  ic 
group. Ti-ies? l a t t e ~  t w o  gFoil.ps, in sci~ne way or 
anotheu?,  anted "i iinv.olve lriari as a force and power 
in co-nversic;n and e2.ectior;, 'I'heye edas the very 
srimple and di rec t  ~3.e1.r offe:rled by one of them: 
?!If I: a m  going t c 7 ;  be e lec ted ,  1 n;ius.t make nyse l f  
a candidate . '1'hi.s view 4 s cixiipi_etely 1-~ra;zcceptabl-e 
to t h o s e  who s ~ a n d  i n  t h e  El.'L>lj.caT doc.tr;ine of 
sola gratia and with Luther's p l a i n  words of the --- ---- 
Exp2.ana-tii.n of t h e  Th.ird r?-x>.;.zi.ck Thus t h e  reor- 
ganiza"c~on of: t h e  Evan_c--licaL 6 s .  Lu-the~an Sji~-r_od t aok  
place over  f l f ~ y  yearls ago, 

But a f i f t i e t h  anniversary a l s o  means t h a t  
f i f t y  years have passed; t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  must 
be faced  by t h e  EES today is  whether o r  not it 
is justified i n  its e x i s t e n c e  today ,  o r  has it 
served  i t s  purpose, i t  must a l s o  be recognized 
t h a t  the church b0d.i-2s arcjund t h e  ELS are- chang- 

'be(* i n g  , o r  have c.hanged , t h e o l o g i c a l l y .  Any one who 
knows anything abaut the h i s t o r y  of  the Lutheran 

A Church i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  w e l l  aware of t h i s  
f a c t ,  Hence re levance  f o r  t h e  ELS cannot be seen 
merely i n  m event which occurred f i f t y  y e a r s  
ago. Relevance must a lso be measured i n  t h e  l i g h t  
of today . 

Is t h e r e  a need for t h e  EL'S today? One must 
answer yes t o  t h i s  ques t ion .  Ce r t a in ly  many of 
t h e  o l d  Norwegian Synod people went i n t o  t h e  merger 
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viewooint  had been guaran teed  t h e  r i g h t  t o  equa l  . - 

e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  where a r e  t h e  echoes of t hose  
v o i c e s  today i n  t o d a y ' s  generat ior i  ct i.:uther Sen- 
:nary g r adua t e s  o r  i n  t h e  t e ach ings  of t h e  f a c u l t y  
of Luther  Semi-nary o r  Luther  College? The voi.ce.; 

are verv  few. I n  fzzt, the poss ib i . . l i ty  c~f  seriour; 
t h e o l o g i c a l  discussion with  +;f:ese groiips 6s .i whole 

4 

0 .  -- n o t  with. a l l  ri.ndi.vi.drxals -tha:~kful.:i y -.-- 2- $; 1-11 3 c ) ~ !  yL1 (.-- c:, 

more i;j.ff i c u t ,  for the  VC-ry basis c : ~  t heo l  oc,ica.l 
d i s cus s ion ,  t h e  i ; c r i .p tu r r~ j  tiiemselves , have now 

- - -. - . - 
College , v e ~ b a i .  ii1spi.ra.l- ion .is c F  3 :  ;i 

human t l l e o r ~ ;  Up. 17pedeyi.ir. Sz:lio-k 7, (jf 'The l i r r i e ~ i . c : ~ ? i  

Lutherarl Cllurch hi5s s a i d  tha-t i : i t '~ j?c~ncy  dcje:: j l~ i  

apply  t o  t h e  text of t h e  Sc r ) i p tu r e s ,  hilt t o  iiiie 
t r u t h s  r evea l ed  fo11 t h e  Christ i.3.n ' i faith , doc"c?lr?e, 
and l i f e .  This  i.s n o t  what -the doctr7ina:i paragrap11 
of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of The A m e ~ i c i n  L u t h e ~ a ; .  s-!:ates: 
'!The American I.,uthrran Ci-lurch acczpts  a l l  t h e  canon- 
i c a l  books of t h e  Old and NEW Tesfdn~enjii; as a whole 
and i n  a l l  their p a r t s  as t h e  divine1.y i r i s p i r e d ,  
r e v e a l e d ,  and i n e r r a n t  Word of God, and suh?ni ts  t o  
t h i s  as t h e  on ly  i n f a l l i b l e  a u t h o r i t y  i n  all mat- 
ters of f a i t h  and l i f e . "  ( ~ i c h a r d  C, Wolf, Docu- 
ments of  Lutheran Unity i n  America. F h i l a d e i p h i a :  
_ L -  -- 
F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ,  pp. 219-220j 

Thi s  i e a d s  us Sack t o  D r .  Quanbcck's bcok, 

When God Speaks.  Dr.. Qrias.becl< i s ,  accord ing  t o  3 
I _ P  

b r i e f  biography i n  t h e  book, head of tt.e religion 
department a t  Augsburg Col lege.  The book i t s e l f ,  
a paperback,  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  layrnec of t h e  
American Lutheran Church t o  i n t roduce  them t o  t h e  
v a r i o u s  p o s s i b l e  approac1.1es t o  the Bib le .  One ir.ust . - n  

assume, since it i s  pi ibl ished by Aug:;burg P ~ h l l s i i ~ i ~ i -  (2 

House, that t h e  baok i s  a t  ie;is-t a semi.-official 
p u b l i c a t  Lor, of The Amerj-can Lut';lerxaii C11urc.h. Yell 

the c o n t e n t s  of t h e  book would seem re clash very 
d i r e c t l y  with t h 2  Constitution of The Alneyican Luth- 
eran Church. What it means i s  that t h e  d o c t r i n a l .  

paragraph h a s  been emptied -- i n  f a c t  -- of  any 
p o s s i b l e  conse rva t i ve  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

But what does t h e  book i t s e l f ,  Wh.en God Speaks,  -- a c t u a l l y  say'? By t h i s  - t i m e  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  probably 
asking thfs q u e s t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  w r i t e r  has  been 
-ta_'i.k!~n.g al~ou?: eve ry - th ing  bu t  t h e  beak. Wher, God. 

- - -- Speaks  has  s i x  chapte:?:; x l t h  such headings a s  
- . - P A  

B i b l e  2nd 'ttle ('hurch9', 'iTE,i 
L L ~  Bib le  and H i s -  

> ':~ol/s ~ j { j  $,/e &-I: tj-Lz Bible"  "The Problem 
of .the B i b l e t '  ':The Authority oir the B i b i e l ' ,  and 
"Ar. Atteinpt  ar ?nte:rpxeta+i'c.n," From these chay- 
-C e 1 7  hzadlngs olle caa: .readily see t1-ia.t t h i s  boolc 
C - I ! c i ~  a ra-the.i? h ~ c a d  sccpe , ccver ing  ail a;.ea:-; 
, -, ,-. ; . ,  C 
L.. j,,~.c,c-.,j:ned  wit:^ kl-:t3_ S C ~ ) ~ . ~ ~ ~ , - ~ ~ ~ :  .-. i.i'l211' QT:Lgln, * a  
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i :  7- J n t  s t a t e s  (p. 54 1 : 1+ Flay well be t h a t  
G T / F 2  r 

L . I  ,i 
, -I-. ;I;I~, o c ~ a s  ' -cecLde::;l c,,: j-.?-is F,ook 

o~;c:c .I;earr,ed. that ? ? h ~ i v  mer: of God' i i rote  t h e s e  
* - i-soks ' as they x e r e  i n s p ~ . x ~ d  !;v -the Holy <;host. ? 

'I,( . . t . ; . ~ ,  ,-.T -, wha t  t h i s  ' .ang~~age m z -  have meant t o  you, if 
indeeii  :you i e i r n e S  i - t  t h i s  wzy3 may va1.y a g r e a t  
dea l  from person tc person. It  is  no t  u n l i k e l y  
that t o  many C h r i s t i a n s  this meant t h a t  ... God, 
through t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  informed him (Matthew) of 
what he should  write. . . . It i s  n o t  our  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  d i s c u s s  the meaning o f  i . n s p i r a t i o n  b u t  t o  
add re s s  ou r se lve s  t o  t h e  composi t ion of  t h e  Gos- 
p e l s  ," 

What D r .  Quanbeck is saying, and what he 
does through h i s  e n t i r e  book, i s  t h a t  t h e  w i tne s s  
o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  r ega rd ing  i t s e l f  and i t s  o r i g i n s  
can be ignored .  He fur thermore ,  because of t h i s  
a t t i t u d e ,  t r e a t s  t h e  B i b l e  a s  any o t h e r  p i e c e  of  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  he has  pe rmi t t ed  h imse l f  t o  be guided 
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L . I  ,i 
, -I-. ;I;I~, o c ~ a s  ' -cecLde::;l c,,: j-.?-is F,ook 

o~;c:c .I;earr,ed. that ? ? h ~ i v  mer: of God' i i rote  t h e s e  
* - i-soks ' as they x e r e  i n s p ~ . x ~ d  !;v -the Holy <;host. ? 

'I,( . . t . ; . ~ ,  ,-.T -, wha t  t h i s  ' .ang~~age m z -  have meant t o  you, if 
indeeii  :you i e i r n e S  i - t  t h i s  wzy3 may va1.y a g r e a t  
dea l  from person tc person. It  is  no t  u n l i k e l y  
that t o  many C h r i s t i a n s  this meant t h a t  ... God, 
through t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  informed him (Matthew) of 
what he should  write. . . . It i s  n o t  our  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  d i s c u s s  the meaning o f  i . n s p i r a t i o n  b u t  t o  
add re s s  ou r se lve s  t o  t h e  composi t ion of  t h e  Gos- 
p e l s  ," 

What D r .  Quanbeck is saying, and what he 
does through h i s  e n t i r e  book, i s  t h a t  t h e  w i tne s s  
o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  r ega rd ing  i t s e l f  and i t s  o r i g i n s  
can be ignored .  He fur thermore ,  because of t h i s  
a t t i t u d e ,  t r e a t s  t h e  B i b l e  a s  any o t h e r  p i e c e  of  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  he has  pe rmi t t ed  h imse l f  t o  be guided 



by c e r t a i n  p r e s ~ p P o s i t i o n s  which make t h e  Bib le  
r a t h e r  u n r e l i a b l e  t o  him. Thus t h e  Bib le  becomes 
a  r a t h e r  shoddy p iece  of l i t e r a t u r e  with obvious 
-- t o  him -- con t rad ic t ions  and e r r o r s .  One won- 
de r s  out  loud how long a  vacuum c leane r  salesman 
would surv ive  i n  h i s  door-to-door s e l l i n g  who was 
a s  c r i t i c a l  of h i s  l i n e  of merchandise a s  D r .  Quan- 
beck is of h i s .  D r .  Quanbeck's values t end  toward 
evo lu t ion  and na tura l i sm i n  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s  of 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  This w i l l  be explatned b e l o w  

D r .  Quanbeck argues t h a t  t h e  idea  of a  per-  
f e c t  Bib le  is genera l ly  something new i n  American 
P r o t e s t a n t  i s m ,  a s s e r t i n g :  "Some P r o t e s t a n t  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  hzndred yea r s  
o r  s o ,  have answered t h e  ques t ion  by answering 
t h a t  t h e  Bib le  i s  a p e r f e c t  book. God, they  s a y ,  
is p e r f e c t ;  he ( s i c : )  wouid not  make anything i m -  
p e r f e c t  ; ~ h e r e i o ~ e ,  t h e  Bib le  i s  p e r f e c t .  . Ne 

might a sk . .  .how it happens t h a t  man, "is0 :ye;-Led 
by God, was not  preserved p e r f e c t  x h i l e  t n e  B i b l e 9  
it is  sometimes s a i d r  was p rese r l~ed  p e r f e c t  ." 
(pp. 96-97) This  perhaps is  t h e  o f t  heard not ion  
t h a t  t h e  doc t r ine  of t h e  v e r b a l  and plenary in -  
s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  i s  r e a l l y  compa-pa- 
t i v e l y  new s i n c e  it was s o  c lose ly  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  
t h e  o l d e r  theologians  of Pr ince ton  Seminary and 
s o  was not  an i s s u e  u n t i l  they made it SO.  But 
t h e  h igh  view of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  is  not  a  novel  
v i e w  D r .  Reu, of t h e  o l d  ALC, i n  Luther and t h e  
S c r i p t u r e s  (Columbus: Wartburg Pr$ess,  19441, 

l v e  posi-  showed t h a t  Luther took a  very c ~ r ~ s e r v a t l  
t i o n  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  Robert Preus ,  i n  The 
I n s p i r a t i o n  OF S c r i p t u r e  (Edinburgh: Ol iver  and 
Boyd, 1955), pointed out  i n  h i s  exce l l en t  work t h a  
t h e  maligned Lutheran dogmaticians of t h e  17th  
Century, i n  hold ing  t o  t h e  plenary and v e r b a l  in-  
s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  were not  obscuran t i s t  
bu t  were w e l l  acquainted wi th  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  of 
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  Nor was t h i s  a  novel  innovat ion ,  
f o r  Ralph Bohlman, i n  P r i n c i p l e s  of B i ? l i c a l  
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Lutheran Confessions, con- 

cluded: "Although t h e r e  is  no specific a r t i c l e  
on t h e  na tu re  of Holy S c r i p t u r e  i n  t h e  Lutheran 
Confessions, t h e r e  a r e  numerous statemefits and 
cr;ncepts t h a t  i n d i c a t e  c l e a r l y  that t h e  confessors  
regard  t h e  Scri-ptures  as the  i n s p i r e d  Word of  
cedef '  ( ~ 2 .  3 3 )  

The perfect i .cn of .the S c r i p t u r e s  a;ld t h e i r  
ins~iratlon a r e  ncthLng new. Af t e r  a i i ,  d i d  not 
Chr i s t  ; i i m s e l . E  scqr \/, tqThe Scriptl-ires cannot be 

Jol;n 19: 35, and He zppealed tc; the Scr ip -  
.L ~ i i r n s  i n  t h e  . . tempt a t  ions , s ; i ; ~ i r~g  th ree  times, 
C'jIt is wp1-rj-3ne7? Ma-\sthe.,;s 4: L 1 . p  7; -1C: In, addi t io l l ,  
t i i e  cp!..aims of 11 Z)e.tek; 1 ; 21 an< 11 yirji07L)1y 3 : 16 
cannot  be i k ~ i o r e d .  Certai;:i$~ they may be denied 
o : ~  e;:piained zxay., b11-L -tcj do ss is t o  raise a more 
t z s i c  !ow c;iri j-;'le ip:ircess ~ : f  the Uible 
he beli.eve(j 3" al.lT 

t he  Rib3.e speak  fop ij:;elf. ?!owher.i a r t l  L + q  --. ,+-- c.l.ai.iis real.Ly cons ::. dere'. ii; Chapter Doe, - L L G  -\ 

Bib le  ar.2 the C ! ~ ; ~ r c ? i ~ ~ ,  he s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Bib le  
is r e a l l y  t h e  reco-6 of t h e  experiences of t h e  
Ch,urch. One may be teinpted to put t h e  b e s t  con- 
s t r u c t f o n  on -thQs urtil. he points out  t h a t  per-  
f e c t i o n  ca-nnot be claimed f ~ r  t h e  B ib le ,  s i n c e  
man, who was also created by God, i s  not  p e r -  
f e c t .  ( p .  97)  

The rec3r.d t h a t  one r'isdis i n  S c ~ i p t ~ s r e  i s s  
according t o  Quanbeck , r a t h e r  limited, and seem- 
ingly l acking  i n  agy Messianic and t e l e o l o g i c a l  
purpose. For I s r a e l  God i s  merely a God Who 
"ac ted  on t h e i r  behal f . "  ( p .  2 4 )  The Bible i s  
"a h i s t o r i c  documentfl a ~ d  ! 'h i s tory ,  and more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y ,  is  t h e  major 
v e h i c l e  i n  t h e  Bib le  f o r  t h e  d i s c l c s u r e ,  t h e  
r e v e l a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n  God has  t o  t h e  world 
and thus  t o  man." ( p .  27 )  The author  ev iden t ly  
i s  very neo-orthodox i n  h i s  approach. This  
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judgment i s  f u r i h e r  r e in fo rced  by h i s  view t h a t  
t h e  r eco rds  of  S c r i p t u r e  a r e  s u b j e c t i v e  r e p o r t s  
on ly .  The words of  I1 P e t e r  1: 21  a r e  c l e a r l y  
r e j e c t e d  i n  h i s  s t a t emen t :  "Sc r ip tu re  ... was 
w r i t t e n  without  a  p r i o r  awareness on -the p a r t  of 
t h e  w ~ i t e r  t h a t  what he was w r i t i n g  was S c r i p t u r e . "  
( p .  29)  

D r .  Quanbeck cont inues  h i s  nega t ive  approach 
by making t h e  Bib le  a book v i t h o u t  any p rophe t i c  
r e v e l a t i o n  i n  i t .  Here he fol lows a pure ly  na- 
t u r a l i s t i c  approach f o r  he argues t h a t  t h e  Sc r ip -  
t u r e  can be no b e t t e r  than  i t s  w r i t e r s .  He must,  
of course ,  argue t h i s  way, because he has r e j e c t e d  
t h e  p lenary  and ve rba l  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Scr ip-  
t u r e s ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  and sub- 
s t i t u t e d  h i s  own views. A s  a  r e s u l t  he r e j e c t s  
s p e c i f i c  prophecy, us ing  I s a i a h  44: 28  and 4 5 :  1 
a s  h i s  exaniples. There t h e  name of King Cyrus i s  
mentioned, bu t  s i n c e  I s a i a h  was supposedly written 
i n  t h e  8 th  Century B. C.  , I s a i h h  could not  have 
known about Cyrus. (pp.  32-33) For -this r ea son ,  
among o t h e r s ,  he p l aces  I s a i a h  4-0 and t h e  f ~ l l o ~ i n g  
chap te r s  i n  t h e  6 th  Century B .  C.  H i s  v i e w  on 
prophecy i n  gene ra l  is summarized i n  t h e  s ta tement :  
"We a r e  not  say ing  t h a t  t h e  prophets  d i d  no t  on 
occasion make p r e d i c t i o n s .  But we a r e  say ing  t n a t  
t h i s  s o r t  of p r e d i c t i o n  i s  no t  e i t h e r  a  h i s t o r i c a l  
o r  a r e l i g i o u s  p r o b a b i l i t y  ." ( p .  33) 

I n  Chapter Three D r .  Quanbeck answers f o r  
himself  t h e  ques t ion  "How Did We Get t h e  Bible?" 
He has  no problem f o r  himself  i n  accept ing  t h e  
mutiple  source  theory  of  t h e  Pentateuch.  Accor- 

i n  t o  D r .  Quanbeck, t h e  Mosaic au thorsh ip  is  
simply an h i s t o r i c a l  judgment of I s r a e l ,  dev-1- 
oping from I s r a e l ' s  p l ac ing  such a high va lue  on 
Moses. (p .42)  While he g r a n t s  t h a t  t h e  New 
Testament speaks of a  Mosaic au thorsh ip  of  t h e  
Pentateuch (pp.  42-43) ,  he chooses t o  fo l low t h e  
views of  h ighe r  c r i t i c s :  " Ins tead  of a Mosaic 
au tho r sh ip ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of  s c h o l a r s  have 

come to t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h e  Penta teuch ,  a s  w e  
now ha.ve i t ,  p e s t s  on o t h e r  documents . I 1  ( p .  43) 
This  may be theology by ma jo r i t y  vo te ,  b a t  it Is 
not  Sc . r ip tura l !  Chr i s t  Himself i d e n t i f i e s  Moses 
wi th  the a c t  of w r i t i n g  t h e  Penta teuch ,  John 5 : 46. 
A s  might be expectecl, F o ~ m  C r i t i c i s m  i s  a - tk rac t ive  
t o  him fox  t h e  New Testanent .  ( p .  6 3 )  

Because of h i s  l o w  view of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  
h i s  view of -the ca-non i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  of t h e  
Roman Catho l i c  Ch:,arch rather than t h a t o f  t h e  
Lutheran Church, f o r  the canon u l t i m a t e l y  r e s t s  
upon t h e  deci-sions sf t h c  Church a. t  va.ri.ous 
"imes, !pp. 6 6 - 6 7 ) ,  thougi-L tie gra.nts t h a t  I twe  may 
c e r t a i n l y  believe that t h e  S p i r i t  of Ged was a c t i v e  
a l so  i n  t h i s  historical process ,  h i s  a c t i v i t y  i s  
:.lot such t h a t  d.en:les t h e  acticsa aE: human be ings  

C - or makes irk1eZ.r decisions 5-r Less impox~-tance. D s  ( p a  6 7 )  

Chapter Fo.tnr speaks of 'The Pmablem of t h e  
Bible." And Dp, i2uanbcc.k does have problems. To 
him t h e  Bible is ambiguous, f o r  he c i t e s  t h e  use 
of Scripture i t s e l f  by Satan at  t h e  temptati.on 
of C h r i s t .  ( p .  7 0 )  Consei.~vatives have never  had 
any problem wi th  this accoua-it of Matthew 4 ,  f o r  
they  s x i ~  Satan  rni.ciuoting S c ~ i p t u r e  by using an 
incomplete passage and being s i l e n c e d  by a  Scr ip-  
t u r e  q u o t a t i o n ,  D r .  Quanbeck has  problems, f u r -  
ther., with  -the S c r i p t ~ r e s  because t hey  are a col -  
l e c - t i ~ n  of books written over  a long pe r iod  of  
t i n e  wi th  many d i f f e r e n t  pe r spec t ives  (pp'; 71-81)@ 
He is  a l s o  troubled by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Jews and 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  both claimed the Old Testament, 
bu t  only t h e  C h r i s t 2 a . n ~  found C h r i s t  t h e r e ,  Fol? 
him t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  had of  f i n d i n g  
Chr i s t  i n  t h e  Old Testament i n  many prophecies  i s  
"not p r e c i s e l y  t r u e t f  ( p .  831, f o r  whi le  he g r a n t s  
t h e r e  a r e  a l i m i t e d  number of r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  
Messiah i n  t h e  Old Testament,  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s  
were seemingly r a t h e r  e n t h u s i a s t i . ~  about f i n d i n g  
C h r i s t  i n  t h e  Old Testament,  ( p .  83) According 
t o  him, t h e  Jews took an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  view 



judgment i s  f u r i h e r  r e in fo rced  by h i s  view t h a t  
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t h i s  s o r t  of p r e d i c t i o n  i s  no t  e i t h e r  a  h i s t o r i c a l  
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i n  t o  D r .  Quanbeck, t h e  Mosaic au thorsh ip  is  
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come to t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h e  Penta teuch ,  a s  w e  
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C - or makes irk1eZ.r decisions 5-r Less impox~-tance. D s  ( p a  6 7 )  
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t h e r e  a r e  a l i m i t e d  number of r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  
Messiah i n  t h e  Old Testament,  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s  
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of t h e  Old Testament. 

This is  one of t h e  number of sweeping genera l -  
i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  book which does not  agree wi th  t h e  
f a c t s .  One he re  must r z f e r  D r .  Quanbeclc t o  "Appen- 
dix  I X :  L i s t  of Old Testament Passages Messiani- 
c a l l y  Applied i n  Ancient Rabbinic W r i t  ings" f  cund 
on pages 710-741 of Alfred Eldersheim, The L t f e  and 
Times af Jesus  t h e  PiessLah (Grand X - r i d s  : MIX. B. 
Eerdmans, 1947). 

I n  Chapter Five he d i scusses  "The Authori ty 
of t h e  Bib le  .'I Here is  where D r .  Quanbeck has  a 
problem. Be has r e j e c t e d  plenary an6 ve rba l  in,-= 
sp i ra t i . cn  i n  f a c t -  H e  does not  appeal  even to 
t h e  i n t e r n a l  testimony of t h e  Holy Spirit. lie 
s t a t e s :  flIJ1tim;tely we c m r ~ o t  get  away f::c"' making 
an a c t  of f a i t h . "  (p .  9 9 )  This  i s  ;ill t h a t  -tb.e liec- 
or thodsx can do, a f t e r  having r e j e c t e d  t h e  p l a i n  
message of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  When d s s s n  t h e  "nit, 
of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  , he r e j e c t s ,  e .  8. , t h e  idea t h a t  
t h e  ' l  ' r e d  th read  of s a l v i t i o n l  .. . Tuns through xhe 
Bible".  (pp.  100-131) To hold such a view ~ o u l d  
be  a ! ' foreshortening of perspec:ive, and 2 denial 
of t h e  d i v e r s i t y  which we a c t u a l l y  f i n d  i n  t h e  
Bible." (P .  101) Rather h i s  views a r e :  "Simply 
p u t ,  it is t h i s ,  t h e  one God of I s r a e l  i s  t h e  God 
of t h e  Lord Jesus  C h r i s t ,  and i n  t h e  Bib le  nhat  we 
a c t u a l l y  encounter is t h e  s t o r y  of how t h i s  Cod is  
r e l a t e d  t o  I s r a e l  and t h e  r e s t  of mar~kixd." (1. 131) 

I n  Chapter S i x  D r .  Quanbeck then  a t tempts  t~ 
summarize h i s  views on t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  under t h e  
t i t l e  "An Attempt a t  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . "  He s e e s  t h e  L 

F a l l  of mankind i n  terms of a  d i s rup t ion  of com- 
I 

munity wi th  God (p .  108) ,  with man be ing  g u i l t y  of 
l r s e l f - a s s e r t i o n  over aga ins t  God." (p .  110) He s e e s  
t h e  problem of community then  running through a i l  
of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  

When t r e a t i n g  t h e  Gospels it would seem t h a t  
D r .  Quanbeck r e j e c t s  t h e  summary statement  of t h e  

Evangel i s t  John: "But t h e s e  a r e  w r i t t e n  t h a t  ye 
might be l i eve  t h a t  J e sus  i s  t h e  C h r i s t ,  t h e  Son 
of God, and t h a t  b e l i e v i n g  ye might have l i f e  
through H i s  name." John 20:  31. This reviewer 
may be r a t h e r  negat ive  i n  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
D r .  Quanheck's s ta tments  i n  t h e  l a s t  chapter  of 
h i s  book, but  they  seem t o  be a r a t h e r  complete 
r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o F i c  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  D r .  
Quanbeck p o i n t s  o u t ,  e .  g . ,  t h a t  "some Chr i s t i ans  
be l i eve  t h s t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  charr-?.cter of Chrbis- 
t i a n i t y  i s  be ing  ab le  t o  say t h a t  one has 'ac-  
cepted Chr i s t  a s  his per sona l  Savior .  w 9  He then  
continues by warning aga ins t  such views being 
r i g i d l y  he ld :  "Yet when we t r y  t o  understand 
t h e  Gospels i-t is  necessary f o r  us t o  be aware 
of i n f luences  which shape our th ink ing .  . . " ( p .  119) 
DF. Q~lanbeck i s  also a f r a i d  of t h e  enthusiasm of 
t h e  e a r l y  Chr i s t i ans  For Chr i s t  : "When Jesus  
was c a l l e d  t h e  C l i r i s t  it di-ii n c t ,  i n  t h e  time of 
h i s  min i s t ry ,  bear  a l l  t h e  meanings which l a t e r  
C h r i s t i a n  r e f l e c t i o n  has brought t o  t h e  term." 
( p .  120) Aside from being Form Cr i t i c i sm,  it l eads  
t o  a  low view of J e s u s .  "Jesus was born t o  t h e  
Jews. Chr i s t i zns  speak about t h e  inca rna t ion ,  about 
God a c t i n g  i n  Je sus  Chr i s t  , about God beconing man. 
But Jesus  was not  a  man i n  gene ra l  bu t  a man." 
( p .  120) A s  such t h e  author sees  H i m  shaped by 
t h e  inf luences  about H i m  (pp. 120-121). A s  f o r  t h e  
Gospels, he s e e s  them a s  s u b j e c t i v e  wi tnesses .  
"The Gospels a r e  documents of f a i t h ;  they  a r e  r e -  
sponses of b e l i e v i n g  men t o  something abso lu te ly  
dec i s ive  which happened i n  t h e i r  midst and t o  which 
they a r e  compelled t o  bear  wi tness .  Thei r  a u t h o r i t y  
r e s t s  ... i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  a r e  adequate responses 
t o  what happened among them.. ." (pp.  121-122) 

The reviewer looked i n  va in  f o r  any comments 
i n  t h e  book which r e a l l y  presented  t h e  B i b l i c a l  
doc t r ines  of s i n  and grace.  The one p l ace  where 
t h e  c ross  of Chr i s t  was mentioned was i n  connection 
with Quanbeck's comments on t h e  Gospels. He s t a t e s :  
"The Gospels a r e  wi tnesses  t o  Je sus  Chr i s t .  . . . 
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of t h e  Old Testament. 
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"The Gospels a r e  wi tnesses  t o  Je sus  Chr i s t .  . . . 



They a r e  a f f i rma t ions  of f a i t h  t h a t  on Je sus  t h e  
S p i r i t  of God descended, a s  t h e  baptism of Je sus  
by John t e l l s  us .  They a r e  a f f i rma t ions  t h a t  i n  
h i s  h e a l i n g  a c t i v i t y ,  i n  h i s  exorcisms, and i n  
h i s  teaching  he w s s  b r inging  t h e  r u l e  of God i n t o  
t h e  world i n  a  dynamic and new way. And they are 
af f i rmat ions  t h a t  . i n  t h e  i r r u p t i o n  of t h e  kingdom 
o r  r u l e  of God i.n t h e  world h i s  c r u c i f i x i o n ,  death 
and r e s u r r e c t i o n  a r e  of dec i s ive  importance." ( p .  

J u s t  what t h i s  "importancei' i s ,  he never s t a t e s .  
But it would seem t h a t  t h e  meaning of Chr i s t  
is t o  be explained i n  neo-orthodox c a t e g o r i e s ,  
though which nee-orthodox theoiogian  Fie is  fol lowing 
i s  not  c l e a r .  The c l e a r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  of his t r e n d  
of thought is  found i n  h i s  d iscuss ion  of t h e  motifs 
of t h e  Gospels. Af t e r  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  fi.rst 
theme o f  t h e  Gospels was t h a t  t h e  f o l l ~ w e r s  of 
Chr i s t  f e l t  t h a t  ord inary  ca t egor i e s  were  inade- 
quate  f o r  C h r i s t ,  he then continues:  "In t h e  sec-  

ond p l a c e ,  t h e  words of Jesus  r e l a t i v e  to ' fo l low-  
ing '  him a r e  echoed i n  a l l  of t h e  Gospels and 
throughout t h e  New Testament." (p .  122) It nould 
seem t o  t h e  reviewer t h a t  he i s  fol lowing t h e  theo-- 
l o g i c a l  f o o t s t e p s  of T i l l i c h ,  who spoke of an inva- 
s i o n  of h i s t o r y  by God through C h r i s t ,  and who s a i d  
t h a t  Jesus was t h e  Chr i s t  no t  because of H i s  own 
power and goodness, but  because God was p resen t  i n  
H i m .  

We can a l s o  then  understand why Quanbeck, a f t e r  
very thoroughly c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  Bib le  a s  an imper- 
f e c t  and a s u b j e c t i v e  human r e p o r t  of what has 
h a ~ ~ e n e d  across  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Old and New Testa-  - - L L  

ments, can say t h a t  accept ing  t h e  Bib le  a s  a  r e l i -  
gious source is  "an a c t  of f a i t h . "  (p .  9 9 )  He 
s t a t e s  : " F i n a l l y ,  r e l i a n c e  upon t h e  Bible a s  wit- 
ness  t o  and expression of God's love i s  given. 
- . . 
because f i n a l l y  we are w i l l i n g  t o  t r u s t  t h a t  between 
t h i s  word and God's r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  world t h e r e  is  
a genuine, a c t u a l  correspondence. ... It is  a dec i -  
s ion  one must f i n a l l y  make f o r  himself . I1  ( p .  99)  

q 7 7  

,ne meaning pl-aced uporl Chr i s t  and H i s  work 
is very vague But c=ne can see t h a t  , with t h e  

3 - em;,r~asis on decision and a r i g h t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
N i t h  God be ing  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a kind of conversion 
Or ';iepj , .., . s:  on IS * v i r t u a l l y  equated w i t h  - j lrstifica- 
+. .lone : T h i s  latter sent imei l t  i s  r e in fo rced  by 

7 * Quanbeck's ernphasas apon t h e  childrlen of I s r a e l  
as t h e  people  of God a p a r t  from any r e a l  Messi- 
an ic  re1aticnsh.i .p.  

Tiit: t i t ; h  clver t h i s  -review i s  "An Expensive 
I Beak." Judged by d o l l a r s  and cents ,  it is r a the r  

i n e x p e ~ ~ s i v e .  $1 .50 .  T l ieo logic~t i ly ,  i t  demands 
a vGry hTgh  rice. T h ~ o l o g i c a l l y ,  it i s  too ex- 
pensive for t h e  reviewer.  

If or;e 1n3y c~m?r,e-r,t f - ~ r t h e r ,  the views ex- 
p r r ~ s e d  in this book are vex1' ~ o p u l a r  i-n nany 

I I c i r c l e s  and are hecoming mar? sf>. But th5v do 
not r e f l e c t  the views of t'nz Cy~c;~lge:ical Luth- 
e ran  Synod. When one hears rnany today speak of 
a coEsensus zmong Lutherans, the r e v i e x e r  j-s puz- 
z led .  He kriows many 1,utherans i n  a v a r i e t y  of 

I 

synods who r e j e c t  the views DE this book and 
I woilld have na f e e l i x g  of consensus wi th  t h e  au- 
1 

I t When some today speak of a  t h e o l o g i c a l  
consensus anmg Iau-therans 02 t h e  b a s i s  cE t h e  
Gospsl, o r  t h e  Bock of Cancord, o r  any nttrnber 
of bases ,  It would be good t h e r e f o r e  t o  ask f o r  
a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of  what t h a t  consensus i s .  

r It would rather1 seem t h a t  perhaps t h e  Luth- 
erar, Church is  somewhat i n  t h e  position it 
found i t s e l f  over  one hundred yea r s  ago when t h e  
General Council  w a s  formed. The claim was made 
t h a t  t h e  General Council  was conserva t ive .  The 
"Old LutheransH, i n  approaching t h a t  body, asked 
f o r  a  d e f i n i t i o n  of  t h a t  conservat ism s p e c i f i c a l l y  , 

i n  t h e  Four Po in t s  and found t h e  General Council 
wanting theo log ica l ly . .  Perhaps t h i s  i s  why t h e  
name "Old Lutheran" should be r e s u r r e c t e d  today 
t o  show t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  those  who hold t o  t h e  o ld  
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t r u t h s  of S c r i p t u r e ,  and t o  t h e  t r u t h  of S c r i p t u r e  
\ 

i t s e l f .  Did not  Chr i s t  Himself say : "The Sc r ip -  

t u r e  cannot be broken"? 

In  conclusion,  t h e  reviewer f e l t  t h a t ,  sf-ter 
reading  D r .  Quanbeck's book, it might b e t t e r  have 
been e n t i t l e d  "When Man Speaks , l '  f o r  t h a t  was a l l  
t h a t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  were t o  him. The p a s t o r s  of 
our synod ought t o  r ead  t h i s  book and t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  
themselves wi th  i t s  p resen ta t ion .  This i s  t h e  rhe- r 

ology of many Lutherans today. Conservatives of a l l  
Lutheran bodies  ought t o  r ead  t h i s  book and ask  
themselves i f  t h i s  book p resen t s  a  theology rgith 

I 

which they could l i v e  -- and d i e .  

Glenn E .  Reichwald 

Redekop , John Harold. - The Americari - Far Right .  
Grand Rapids : Eerdmans Publ i sh ing  Co. 1953, 
232 pp.,  $4.50. 

This is a  most i n t e r e s t i n g  book, t o  say the  
l e a s t ,  and one t h a t  can be r ead  wi th  prof lt by 
conserva t ive  clergymen. It i s  cus t  omary t o  connect 
t h e  phrase l lsoc. ial  gospel1' with l i b e r a l  theologians  
who have s u b s t i t u t e d  p o l i t i c s ,  economic programs, 
s o c i a l  a c t i o n  ( o r  even v io l ence ) ,  e t c .  , f o r  t h e  
Gospel of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  And t h i s  i s  very proper  
t o  do. But on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  is a l s o  a  
" s o c i a l  gospeln among c e r t a i n  conse rva t ives ,  who 
have i d e n t i f i e d  conserva t ive  C h r i s t i a n i t y  wi th  
c e ~ t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  forms and t h e o r i e s ,  which is  t h e  
same t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  l i b e r a l s  have done wi th  t h e i r  
so-ca l led  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  The author  of t h i s  book 
w r i t e s  from a  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  bu t  
t h e  r eade r  cannot ignore what he has  t o  say.  The 
book conta ins  a  complete overview of t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of B i l l y  James Hargis ,  who is  an e x c e l l e n t  example 
and i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  mixing of theology and a 
p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  Glenn E .  Reichwald 

!'The Evangelical. L!.l;tnerar, Syncd has n o t ,  in 
recent y e a r s ,  f u l i v  subscribed to the pol=, i t ic~n 
on Church and Mini.st:ry that wzs advanced i n  t h e  
a r t i c l e  under that title which appeared i n  t h e  
fa l .1  issue of t h k  p e F i o d i c a i ,  A s  i n d i c a t e d ,  it 
was p r i n t e d  a t  the Fequest of t h e  Iop~a-,Southern 
Minnesota confe~e-n..ce a s  a s o ~ t  of  1.ega.c.y- from 
t h e  sa in ted .  P a s t o r  Ki . l ton,  and, cf course, f o r  
t h e  purpose t h a t  F-t may se rve  as a b a s i s  fcr t h e  
f u r t h e r  s tudy of t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  We a r e  sorry i f  
any o t h e r  impression was given from i t s  appearance," 
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